YoYo Tiilés 


A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


Yo-Yo Boom at Last! 

Could this be "it"--the new boom 
in yo-yo sales that we have been 
preparing for for years? Early 
indications are that it is and that 
once the warm spring weather hits the 
country, yo-yos sales will go through 
the sky. 

"Yo-Yos Are Making a Strong 
Comeback" said the headline on an 
Associated Press release on Nov. 25, 
1997. “Revved-up yo-yos may be next 
toy craze," according to a headline 
in The Daily Yomiuri, a Japanese 
newspaper, on Nov. 12, 1997. 

These were but two of dozens of 
stories that have appeared in local 
and national media during the past 
several months, all focused on the 
theme that "the yo-yo is coming 
back." 

Given the evidence of exploding 
interest in the world’s second oldest 
toy (the oldest is the ball or the 
doll, we forget which), we aren‘t the 
_ only ones who feel safe in predicting 
that once winter is over and spring 
bursts upon us, this will be the 
biggest year for the sales and play 
of yo-yos--ever. That’s what our 
survey of marketers and owners of big 
and small yo-yo companies reflects. 

“Duncan yo-yos haven't been more 
popular since the early ‘60s," Mike 
Caffrey of Duncan Toys, Middlefield, 
Ohio, said. “[At the present sales 
rate), 1998 will turn out to be the 
best sales year since 1963....We’re 7 
to 8 weeks back-ordered on our 
shipments." 

"It's going to be a big yo-yo 
year," said Joyce Amaral, VP-sales & 
marketing for Yomega Corp., Fall 
River, Mass. “We're selling every 
yo-yo we can make, and we’re 
expanding every day. We're 
continuing to double and triple our 
production. The yo-yo is not just a 
fad; it’s a sport." 

"Yo-yos come and go in cycles, no 
matter what you do with advertising 
and promotions," explained Don Duncan 
of Playmaxx Inc. "A yo-yo is not a 
necessity of life. It’s not a luxury 
item. It’s an expendable item. 
During the Depression, when money was 
really tight, we sold every yo-yo we 
could make." (Don was with Duncan 
Yo-Yo at the time, the company 
started by his father. He has been 
with Playmaxx for about 15 years.) 

“Today, sales are awesome! we'll 
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probably do 10 times the business 
this year over what we did last year. 
There’s been quite an interest from 
the press. We even made NBC national 
news just before Christmas," Don 
said. 

"Yo-yos are hot!" said Dale 
Oliver of Spintastics Skill Toys Inc. 
of Grapevine, Tex. “Yo-yos are 
selling in all the major metropolitan 
areas....I suspect that 1998 is going 
to be the biggest year of all--that 
the dollar volume will surpass 
anything that’s happened before. Yo- 
yos are a huge fad in Japan....I1 was 
there for eight days, demonstrating 
in amusement parks." 

"This is going to be the biggest 
yo-yo craze to hit the face of the 
earth," said Dale Myrberg, the 1996 
World Yo-Yo Champion and frequent 
performer. ; 

"The yo-yo was banned in my son’s 
middle school," said John Cassidy, 
author of The Klutz Yo-Yo Book. "I 
think that is the ultimate stamp of 
approval!...1 don’t know what the 
numbers [i.e.; sales} are, but I’m 
sure they’|l be way above last 
year’s." 

"The business is very busy right 
now," said Mike Michaelson, of 
Lockport Assembly Co, Lockport, N.Y., 
the nation’s largest producer of yo- 
yo strings. “I’ve been selling 
heavily in Japan.” 

“We've noticed an increase in 
video sales," said Carol McBride, 
wife of and performing partner of 
Dennis McBride, who has produced a 
series of yo-yo videos. Dennis 
added: “We haven't measured the 
increase, but we've noticed that yo- 
yos are in an upsurge, so are the 
products that go along with it." The 
McBrides put on a series of school 
assembly programs that are 
motivational, anti-drug, goal 
setting, emphasizing positive 
character traits. 

"Sales are awesome!" said 
Playmaxx president Tom Van Dan Elzen 
said. “We'll probably do 10 times 
the sales this year than we did last 
year. There's been quite an interest 
from the press, too." 

"We're finally seeing kids 
walking home playing with yo-yos like 
they used to," said Tom Holmes of 
Wooden Monarch, Santa Barbara, Calif. 

“Sales are booming," said Mark 
Mortimer, VP of Channel Craft & Dist. 
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inc., of North Charleroi, Penn. The 
company produces a quality wooden yo- 
yo. "Sales are at least four times 
what we're accustomed to." He warned 
that "the market is getting a little 
saturated with so many kinds of yo- 
yos. It will be interesting to see 
how it will work itself out." 


"Special Double Issue"! 
As you may have noticed, this 
issue is much thicker than a standard 

issue of YYT. Why? Two reasons: 
(1) We had so much news we couldn’t 
squeeze it all into a single 8-page 
issue, and (2) we were (as is not 
unusual) a bit late in getting out 
the Winter issue. Winter is almost 
over. 

Ever since we went cyber and 
started using the internet, we’re 
amazed at the quantity of information 
that has crossed our desk. 

Ergo, we decided to make this a 
double issue! Fear not, however. It 
will only count as a single issue in 
you subscription. Thus you will get 
an extra issue at the end of your 
subscript iomm: = 

We're shooting for early-to-mid- 
June for the Summer issue. Deadline 
for articles and ads is June 1. Mark 
your calendar. 


OddzOn to Distribute 


Playmaxx’s ProYo II 

OddzOn, a subsidiary of Hasbro, 
the world’s second largest toy 
company, has added the "Koosh ProYo" 
to its line. Except for the graphics 
imprinted on the side, the Koosh 
ProYo is the same product as the 
Playmaxx ProYo II. 

Playmaxx will continue to 
manufacture the yo-yo for OddzOn. 


"We're just distributing it in the 


U.S.," OddzOn brand manager Ann Earp 
told us at Toy Fair. “We have the 
best yo-yo and teamed it up with 
Koosh (the brand name)," she said. 
“We've got a real winner. Reception 
(at the Toy Fair) has been 
phenomenal ." 

The Koosh ProYo will be 
“available through retail stores 
only," at $9.99 retail, starting in 
mid-March, she said. "If you want to 
yo-yo like a pro, you need a ProYo," 
she added. 

Playmaxx will continue to offer 
its "Ad-Yo" series and the 
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ballbearing Bumble Bee, president Tom 
Van Dan Elzen said. (OddzOn, 240 E. 
Hacienda Ave., Campbell, ca 94008, 
408/866-2966, 800/755-6674; Playmaxx, 
2410 N. Huachuca, Tucson, AZ 85745, 
520/623-7085, salesdplaymaxx.com; web 
site www.playmaxx.com) 


Mark Sitton, 1974-1998 

It is with great sadness that we 
report the sudden passing of Mark 
Sitton, one of the best yo-yo players 
of all time, at his home on Jan. 23. 
He was only 23 years old. 

Born and raised in Chico, Calif., 
he received a B.S. degree in 
mathematics at the University of 
Colorado, Boulder, Colo., and was in 
his first year of a Ph.D. program in 
Cognitive Neural Science at MIT in 
Cambridge, Mass. 

He was three-time California 
state yo-yo champion (1990-92), in 
the days before the Chico contest was 
national. ; 

The National Yo-Yo Contest will 
present have an annual Mark Edwin 
Sitton Award to the most 
enthusiastic, talented and generous 
individual, "because that’s the way 
we all remember Mark," said contest 
sponsor Bob Malowney of Bird in Hand 
store and yo-yo museum in Chico. 

Mark retired from competition after 
winning his third state title in 
1992. “He will be remembered. He 
taught so many of us," Bob said. "He 
was such a creative yo-yoer and 
invented many new tricks." 

“He was one of the best technical 
players I’ve ever seen," the 1996 
World Yo-Yo Champion Dale Myrberg 
said. “He was a super intelligent 
kid, and he was doing well in school. 
We were all hoping he would come back 
to the yo-yo field and become 
involved in it (as an adult)." 

The 1931 World Champion, Harvey 
Lowe, saw Mark perform on several 
occasions and said, "He is the best 
I’ve ever seen." 

[Do you know a trick that Mark 
taught you? He invented many tricks. 
Share them with us, and we'll publish 
them in his honor.] 


Yo-Yos in the Olympics 

Does anyone know the steps that 
we would have to go through to have 
the yo-yo entered as a sport in the 
upcoming Summer Olympics? 

Dale Oliver, of Spintastics, is 
one yo-yoer who would like to see it 
happen. “Some nation has to 
introduce it as a demonstration sport 
first," said. “Japan might be a good 
nation to do that. Yo-yos are big in 
Japan right now. I don’t the U.S. 
would do it. 

"IT think it’s viable. Some 
people laugh at me when I suggest 
it," he continued. The way the 
Olympics are set up, "80% of the 
sports have to be traditional. 20% 
can be outside the ‘normal’ realm of 
what is considered traditional." 


Yo-Yo Demos Set at DC 


Zany Brainy Stores 

Zany Brainy, a chain of 
multi-media educational superstores 
for children, will sponsor 
demonstrations of yo-yoing in late 
March and April at the company’s 10 
stores in the Washington, 
D.C./Baltimore, Md. area. 

At press time, only the March 
demonstrations had been scheduled, as 
follows: 

Saturday, March 21, 11 a.m., Zany 
Brainy Yo-Yo Team A, Sterling, Va. 

Saturday, March 21, 1 p.m., Team 
B, Bailey’s Crossroads, Va. 

Saturday, March 21, 11 a.m., Team 
C, Columbia, Md. 

Saturday, March 21, 3:30 p.m., 
Team C, Annapolis, Md. 

Saturday, March 28, 1 p.m., Team 
A, Rockville, Md. 

Saturday, March 28, 1 p.m., Team 
B, Pickett Shopping Center, Fairfax, 
Va. 

Call your local Zany Brainy store 
(in the Washington/Baltimore area) 
for details of the March and April 
Yo-Yo events. 


Your Stamp on History 
The US Postal Service is 
beginning the process of selecting 
stamps to be issued for each decade 
of the 20th century. 
Stamps for the 1950’s through the 
1990's will be voted on by the 


- public. ian me 


Here is a chance to give the 
yo-yo the recognition it deserves for 
its place in U.S. history. Ballots 
will be im the post offices in 
February 1998 for the stamps 
representing the 1950’s, and in May 
1998 for the 1960's. 

The subjects to be voted on 
should be submitted soon. 

The Postal Service puts out a 
booklet Suggesting Subjects for 
Stamps, which gives the cans and 
cannots of the process. The address 
to submit a subject is: Citizens’ 
Stamp Advisory Committee, US Postal 
Service, Stamp Development, Room 
46474E, 475 L’Enfant Plaza S.W., 
Washington, DC 202-2437. 

Now, if every reader of this 
newsletter will write and suggest 
that the yo-yo should be honored on a 
stamp, it may just happen. 


Jennifer Baybrook 
Visits Japan 

16-year-old national yo-yo champ 
Jennifer Baybrook of St. Albans, Vt., 
recently sent us a letter about a few 
of her worldwide travels for Yomega, 
promoting yo-yos. She writes: 

"I’ve spent the past year working 
with Team High Performance out of 
Hawaii and Yomega. I’ve been to Japan 
five times now, all over the country. 
Some of the bigger places I visited 
were Tokyo, Osaka, Sapporo, Kyoto, 
Kobe, and a bunch of little places 


outside of these areas. 

“My last trip to Japan, I was a 
judge at the Japan Nationals. 
Something like 500 kids signed up to 
qualify for the main event. Only 
a couple hundred made it. There was 
a turn out of about 12,000 people in 
the audience. 

"I've been to Hawaii a couple 
times, both to Ohau and the Big 
Island, both the Hilo and Kona side. 

"I?ve been traveling the country 
doing a ‘Dream, Dare, and Do’ 
program. I've also been .to Michigan, 
Minnesota, Massachusetts, and even in 
my home area of Vermont. 

"I have more trips lined up to 
Japan, and I’m going to the New 
York Toy Fair. Last year I did the 
Tokyo Toy Fair. Other places to 
come are possibly Spain, Guam, and 
some European countries. 

"That’s about it for mow," she 
concludes (Jennifer Baybrook can be 
reached on the net at 
yoyor jbatogether.net; web site: 
http://www. together .net/~yoyor jb) 


Got an Idea for 


an IJA Workshop? 

If you have an idea for a 
workshop at this summer's convention 
of the International Jugglers 
Association (IJA), submit it to Rob 
Peck for consideration. He can be 
reached via e-mail at 
foolpeckajuno.com, 

We would appreciate it if you 
could a copy of your proposed yo-yo 
workshop to both Rob Peck and 
YYT--preferably by e-mail. 


" ars 

UPCOMING CONTESTS 

Upcoming yo-yo contests are 
listed in chronological order. 

@ BURLINGTON, WI -- The Third 
Annual Wisconsin Yo-Yo Days 
convention will be held April 18-19 
at the Spinning Top Museum, 533 
Milwaukee Ave., Burlington, WI 53106, 
414/763-3946. Send a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for details. The 
event will include yo-yo classes and 
workshops, a yo-yo contest (3 p.m. 
Sunday), a half-time show during the 
contest, a live auction and 
demonstrations. 

@ TUCSON, AZ -- The Third Annual 
Desert Classic Yo-Yo Tournament will 
be held April 18, in Tucson, Ariz., 
Tom Van Dan Elzen, the president of 
the sponsoring manufacturer, Playmaxx 
Inc., amounced. Note that this is a 
new date. The first two contests 
were held in the summer on July 4. 
For information, call 520/623-7085. 

e@ PALO ALTO, CA -~- The Bay Area 
Classic Yo-Yo Competition will be 
held in Palo Alto, Calif., on May 9. 
No admission fee. The contest will 
follow AYYA-sanctioned rules and is 
sponsored by The South Bay Sleepers 
Yo-Yo Club, The Klutz Press Store and 
Spintastics. Competition will be 
held in’six divisions: Novice (11 & 
under), Novice (12 and older), 
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PLAY WEA SX S® is proud to announce that Hasbro / OddzOn / 
Koosh has selected to represent the Pro Yo line under the Koosh ProYo brand 
for 1998 in the United States. 


Look for the Koosh Pro Yo line to be in a store near you in April. For more 
information contact Denise LaRonge at OddzOn/Koosh: 408-866-2966. 


PLAY WA SS will be distributing the Bumble Bee with its 
accessories. Call 520-623-7085 to place an order. 


FIND IT... 
YO IT... 
LOWE IT?! 
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Advanced (15 and under), Advanced (16 
and older), Masters (all ages) and 
Pro-Am (all ages). The Pro Am 
division will have a $1,000 top 
prize., but there must be at least 
four pros entered in the division for 
the top prize to be awarded. Dale 
Oliver will be the official judge. 
For further information, contact Dave 
Bazan, 275 Chiquita Ave., Mountain 
View, CA 94041; 415/428-9206, e-mail 
address Al jenYoProdaol .com. 

o SAINT ALBANS, VI -- The 
Northeast International Invitational 
Yo-Yo Meet will be held June 6, 1998, 
in St. Albans, Vermont, at the City 
Hall, beginning at 10 a.m. The top 
prize will be $1,000 for the winner 
of the Pro-Am division. Winners in 
all other divisions will receive 
trophies. The promoter is attempting 
to raise cash prizes for the other 
divisions, including U.S. Savings 
Bonds. The promoter of the event is 
Empire Hobbies, 260 North Main St., 
Saint Albans, VT 05478, 802/527-1207. 
Call 802/524-2782 for competition 
information. On Friday night, June 
5, the night before the competition, 
Jennifer Baybrook will host a 
Spaghetti and lasagna dinner, 
beginning at 7 p.m.; $6.00 charge. 
After the dinner there will be 
entertainment and an open auction. 

@ PRIMM, NV -- The fifth annual 
World Yo-Yo Championships will be 
held at the International Jugglers 
Association (IJA) festival in Primn, 
Nev., on TUESDAY, July 14, 8 am to 1 
pm. (NOTE:* The contest was : 
originally scheduled for Monday, but 
that date has been changed.) 

Festival dates are July 12 to 16, at 
the Primadonna Hotel in Primm, Nev., 
30 minutes south of the Las Vegas 
airport. The yo-yo contest will be 
held at Whiskey Pete’s Hotel, which 
is connected by monorail to the 
Primadonna Hotel. For contest 
details, contact Dale Oliver, 
650/871-4197. For details on IJA and 
the conference, contact Richard 
Dingman at 413/367-2401, after 5 p.m. 
Eastern time. Because of insurance 
and liability requirements, you must 
register for the convention to 
compete in the contest. 

@ LAKE ANGELUS, MI -- Champion 
Spinners Yo-Yo Classic, a yo-yo 
competition, will be held from 1 to 6 
p.m. on Sunday, July 19, at the 
McMath-Hulbert Solar Observatory, 895 
Lake Angelus Rd., Lake Angelus, MI 
48326, hosted by the Observatory and 
Champion Spinners Yo-Yo Club. The 
event will have a Novice Division 
(ages 11 and under), an Advanced 
Division (all ages), Championship 
Division (all ages) and Freestyle 
Division (all ages). Prizes and 
trophies will be awarded in all age 
divisions. The event is sponsored by 
Playmaxx and Mr. Muffler, and hosted 
by the Mc Math-Hulbert Solar 
Observatory. $3.00 admission fee. 
For information, call Dennis Grzesiak 
at 248/335-4791 or e-mail 


memathobarust.net. 

o CHICO, CA -- On Saturday, 
October 3, for the fifth year in a 
row, Chico, Calif., will be the site 
of the nation’s largest yo-yo 
contest, the 5th Annual National 
Yo-Yo Championships . Details: 
contact Bob Malowney at Bird in Hand 
Yo-Yos, 916/893-0545. "I’m under 
pressure to make this year a two-day 
event," Bob told us. If expanded to 
two days, it would be held Oct 3-4. 
It may also get a new name. "Now 
that they also hold a Japanese 
national contest, we may have to call 
our contest ‘The U.S. Nationals./" 

o LAS VEGAS, NV -- The 
International Jugglers Association 
(IJA) will return to the Showboat 
Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada, from Jan. 
4 to Jan. 9, 1999, for its 5th annual 
winter mini-festival, which may or 
may not include a yo-yo contest. For 
details on IJA and the conference, 
contact Richard Dingman at 
413/367-2401, after 5 p.m. Eastern 
time. 


CONTEST RESULTS 
Midwest Regional 
Yo-Yo Championships 

@ MINNEAPOLIS, MN -- The premier 
of the Midwest Regional Yo-Yo 
Championships on Feb. 14, attracted 
almost 50 competitors from six 
different states. 

The longest trip award goes to 
Joel Zink, who traveled all the way 
from Nevada for the event. Other 
states represented were Missouri, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois and 
Minnesota. 

Mike Taylor judged the Pro-Am 
Two-Handed Division. Mike also put 
on some examples of advanced yoing 
for the crowd. Mark Anderson ("Mr. 
Strings") judged the other divisions. 
The results were as follows: 

Grand Champion Pro-Am division: 
(1) Dave Schulte, MN; (2) Dustin 
Haning, MN; (3) Day Cardona, MO. 

Masters division: (1) Ryan 
McQuillan, MN (perfect score); (2) 
Pat Heinonen, MN (perfect score); (3) 
Nick Gentleman, IL. 

Advanced (16 and over): (1) Brad 
Arndt, MN; (2) John Hunter, MN; (3) 
Jim McGinley, MN. 

Advanced (15 and under): (1) 
Ryan Higgins, MN (perfect score; 137 
loops); (2) Joel Zink, NV (perfect 
score, 119 loops); (3) Mikey Johnson, 
MN (48/50, 197 loops) 

Novice: (1) Nick Vu, MN (perfect 
score, 66 loops); (2) Michael 
Vandelinder, MN (perfect score, 33 
loops); (3) Alex Desnick, MN (perfect 
score, 16 loops) 

Sponsors of the event were BC & 
Tom Kuhn Yo-Yos, Playmaxx and 
Spintastics. 


NEW Yo-Yos 
e@ Check out the custom yo-yos 
available on the D. Brooker & 
Associates web site. Several models 


of wooden yo-yos are available. 

These include Tru-Custom Yo-yos and 
Yo-yo kits. The yo-yos are custom- 
produced for you with any kind of 
custom art work. The kits allow you 
to do the art work. A package of six 
yo-yos is $11, including shipping. 
The Tru-Custom Yo-Yos come in six 
styles, and are priced at $5 to $8 
each. Dennis Brooker invites you to 
visit his website at 

-http://wew.net ins.net/showcase/ever- 
stuff. E-mail can be addressed to 
dbrookeranetins.net. (D. Broker & 
Associates, Rt. 1, Box 12A, Derby, IA 
50068, 515/533-2103) 

@ Greaves & Thomas of Middlesex, 
England, has started to make a toy 
called an "Oy-Oy." The Oy-Oy comes 
in a package that looks like an 
ancient globe dated 1830. After a 
few twists and turns, the figurine 
turns into a workable yo-yo. for 
more information, contact Greaves & 
Thomas, Fine Facsimile Globes, 
Catherine Wheel Road, Brentford, 
Middlesex, TW8 8BD, Tel/Fax 0181-568- 
5885. 


TOY FAIR 

The 1998 New York Toy Fair, held 
in February, had more booths selling 
yo-yos than we’ve ever seen in the 10 
years or so we've been attending the 
annual event. 

And even more important, the 
buyers, representing toy stores, mass 
marketing firms and so on couldn’t 
seem. te write orders for yo-yos 
quickly enough. The traffic through 
the yo-yo booths was phenomenal. 

Call the manufacturer before 
attempting fo “order any product 
listed here. Some of these companies 
can sell only to large accounts and 
cannot handle individual orders for a 
single yo-yo. 

Here are a few of the yo-yo 
offerings we observed at the fair: 

@ We've heard so much about the 
Henry's Viper for several months. 

Now we've finally seen one. The 
oversized soft rubber sided yo-yo is 
slightly larger than a standard yo- 
yo. The ballbearing axle spins so 
long that the check you paid for it 
with may clear the bank before the 
yo-yo stops spinning. Company rep 
Mick Lunzer told us that the record 
spin thus far is 2 min. 3 sec. It 
has a unique, no-sweat adjustment so 
you can vary the gap between the 
halves quickly and easily without 
taking the yo-yo apart. The Viper 
retails for $44.95. Official 
importer to the U.S. of this German- 
made yo-yo is Air Traffic Juggling 
Supply, 1172 E. Cliff Rd., 
Burnsville, MN 55337, 612/895-5555 
(call before ordering). Also 
available, a Viper Yo-Yo parts kit, 
$9.95; pack of 6 replacement strings 
and a rubber brake ring, $2.50. The 
Viper is also available from several 
other companies that specialize in 
carrying a variety of yo-yos. 

e In its first appearance at Toy 
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Yo-Yo Times New Phone #: 
703-715-6187 


Ceeceseareeseescesecosenseonesese 


WAKING UP TO THE SLEEP MACHINE 


ts intereming to Watch people's reaction to 3 
SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLER WOODY - « 
especially kids sind cats. Tt looks hike regular 
wooden yo-¥0. but how does il spin su 
kong? The secret is precision ball bearing ake f 
and 2 unique cadjustable snug vap allowing 
Yo-Yo tune-ups. Tou “techy” for some 14 ar 
6 were retumeu). the reward for the test of 
us is the magic healing qualities of lung 
spinning wood. In a pkiste age. holding und 
Watching a Sleep Machine spin. is a calming and 
centering experience. Others are chunned too. They're 
great for mevting people. Best of all. at a moments notice, 
these particular yo-yos connect me tu that purt of myself which 
also spins and dances . 


seeeeege 
ereeeee 


Everyone is ordering them: Yo-Yo 
Display Case. Display - Organize - Protect 
$10ca+ S&H. 4 or more ONLY $7.95 + S&H. 
Visa/MC accepted. Made of revolutionary clear, 
flexible plastic. With lid snapped on will protect 


from dust, damage and thefl. Wall mount or lock 
together when stacked. Dealer inquiries welcome. 
LSASE Dept YT1, Collectors Display Case Co., 
RT2 Box 73, Freemont, NE 68025 
(402/721-4765). 


iv = 
Visit the American Yo-Yo 


Association on-line! 


fe 


http://ayya.pd.net st eceeeasesecsencensseecenaeeecensaeeeees 
Or write for information on joining: + SLEEP Machine — Butterrty STVLE.........-« ~ rea 
AYYA, 627 163rd St. S., : Router Woony— CLASSIC STVLE......-.c000048 $50. OSTP, 
Spanaway, WA 98387 « NAME PHONE 
2? ADDRESS. 


* Cry, State, ZIP : 
*VisWMC_ XPD ATE . 
© Tow Kum Yo-Yos Lto., Proms wen E 
oO ° 

: < Box 276, Arcane, NY 14009 ae" ~ 
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Dave's Wonderful World of Yo-Yos 
The Favorite Spot of Yo-Yo Enthusiasts on the 
Internet —- Collectors and Players Alike tI! 


Web Address: www.nmia.conv~whistler 


Created by David W. Hall, The Yo-Yo “yO-TOPIA or 1996 Califomia Yo-Yo Highlights 
Collector "The Best Place In The ses ghee meal actly on video! 

1304 Manzano NE, Albuquerque, NM Wholesale and Retail YO-¥O's, Warneting, De _ See the World's Largest: Yo-yo! 

| Special performances from the 1996 yo-yo dinner! 
' 87110, (S05) 268-5651 . John Stangle Te YoYo Museum! The Pro’s m Action! 
E-mail Address : whistier@nmia.com +1997 Advanced Division Work! YO-YO Champion’ 2 hours ee conn 
(filmed at National, regional 
Featuring: The Yo-Yo Store, new, antique en , se state eaoteiees) 5 
~ hn $14.95 plus tax”, *plus$3. 

, os = ae Senverdae Santa Rosa, CA 96401 zal Calif. res. odd 8.25% sales tax. 


(707) 642-YOYO [9608) 
FAX: (707) 642-06v0 Colt First <O—~ 


“Se, 


Check or money order to: Backstage Productions; P.O. 
Bex 2948; Castre Valles, Calif. $4546 
# 2-3 weeks for delivery. 


Gallery; The Official Yo-Yo Times Web 
Site; and more I!!! 


yotepiaw yotopia.com 
wow. VOTOPIA.com 


TERMINATOR 
New Models Now Here | 


WOW! 
eee ail 


Get Ready to Set 
New Spin Records! 


Thousands of yo-yos in stock in over 50 
Styles. Open 7 days a week. Since 1988 


TORCH Spintastics TigerShark 


| d LED lights Skill Toys, Inc. —-gutterty' Style line nd 
Bal bass Suporspin - 312) Bircn Ave. Ball-Bearing 1-8 el are 
$19.00 Grapevine, TX 76051 plus Speed Rings -800-YoYo-Guy 
TORNADO Spiniosic@o0lcom Only $15.00 ! A Ne RNS ee 
: aw Po Box 9564 ct FL 393 j 6-2584 

Ball Boaring . Talia! ; 34 
$13.00 _ clude Shippin al Yo For It! 

“TECHNIC = | C= video $12 
Wood Axle Designs by Dale Oliver | 28 Tricks 


$7-00__. 
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Fair, Spintastics Skill Toys Inc., 
3121 Birch Ave., Grapevine, TX 76051, 
817/318-7746, e-mail 
Spintasticdaol.com, showed its Line 
of Terminator take-apart yo-yos and 
introduced the new Terminator 
“butterfly" shaped, rim-weighted 
(with added metal speed rings), ball- 
bearing TigerShark yo-yo. It retails 
for $15. ; 

e The yo-yo that came in out of 
the cold? Is the AstroJax "the 
future of the yo-yo," as New Toy 
Classics proclaims in its 


-. advertising? AstroJax offers “a 


universe of orbital motion." The 
future yo consists of three foam 
balls on a string--one at each end 
and a moveable one in the middle. 
Grab one of the end balls and, with a 
Simple action of the wrist, twirl the 
other two balls around and around, in 
a variety of patterns. The skilled 
player can achieve an unlimited 
number of tricks. The inventor and 
company president, Larry Shaw, 
explained how he discovered the idea 
for the toy: "Eleven years ago, I 
was in a low-temperature lab, playing 
with hex nuts, dental floss and nylon 
sleeving. I started orbiting the hex 
nuts on the dental floss, and that 
Started me thinking. 10 years later 
we finally began marketing it." 
Marketing and research coordinator 
Matt Kirkendall added, "It’s a skill 
toy. It needs to be taught. It has 
a learning curve similar to that of a 
- yo-yo." (New Toy Classics, 3627 
Sacramento St., San Francisco, CA 
94118, 415/673-6382, 1-888- 
ASTROJACX)) 

® New for kids, a kit that 
contains parts to build a yo-yo, top, 
and ball-and-cap game, from 
Homecrafters. Each kit contains four 
small containers of acrylic paints, 
which the child can use to decorate 
the wooden toys. Instructions are on 
the back of the retail blister 
package. “The toys come ready to 
decorate," said company president Ann 
Kelderhouse. Suggested retail price, 
$10.95. (Homecrafters, 1859 Kenion 
Point, Snellville, GA 30079, 770/978- 
5460, hmctoysaaol .com, 
www. homecrafters-mfg.com) 

e@ The smallest, working model 
yo-yo was introduced by Basic Fun, 
P.O. Box 847, Huntington Valley, PA 
19006, 215/364-1665, 800/662-3380. 

It is part of the Duncan Yo-Yo key 
chain, which is one of 36 different 
trademarked products introduced by 
Basic Fun at the Toy Fair. The yo-yo 
is about half the size of a regular 
Duncan Imperial. The yo-yo detaches 
from the key chain and can actually 
be played. "The yo-yo key chain is 
our best-selling new item at the 
show," company spokesperson Jennifer 
Devine said. “Everybody’s buying 
it!" Other key chains in the line 
include Barbie, Curious George, 
Donkey Kong, Etch-A-Sketch, Barrel of 
Monkeys, Jack in the Box, 
MagnaDoodle, Mr. & Mrs. Potato Head, 


Silly Putty, View-Master, Wizzzer 
top, and a number of others. The yo- 
yo key chain retails at $3.75. Look 
for it in your local store. 

e@ What’s Next Manufacturing 
Inc., P.O. Box 276, Arcade, NY 14009, 
716/457-4202, showed its complete 
line of one-piece wooden yo-yos, 
including the Lightning, Apollo, 
Phantom, Rainbow, BlackBird, 
SpitFire, Natural, as well as the new 
additions to the BC line, the Tom 
Kuhn No Jive, Roller Woody, Sleep 
Machine, and the SB-2. 

@ Yomega Corp., P.O. Box 4146, 
Fall River, MA 02723, 508/672-7399, 
800/338-8796, gave a peak at its new 
WingForce and Strobe-Yo. It also 
showed the Metallic Missile (retail 
value, $90), the Yomega RBII, the 
Saber Raider, the Moon Star and the 
Panther fixed axle wooden yo-yo 
(retail, $15). 

e@ Duncan Toys Inc., P.O. Box 5, 
Middlefield, OH 44062, showed its 
complete line, which includes the new 
Glow Alien professional-style yo-yo. 
Both the rim and the pictures on the 
sides glow in the dark. Also, Duncan 
has taken over the manufacturing of 
Coca Cola yo-yos, which for years 
were produced by Jack Russell Yo-yo 
of Stuart, Fla. “Coke awarded the 
line to us," sales and marketing 
manager Mike Caffrey said. Duncan 
produces 18 different styles of Coke 
yo-yos, he said. 

e Cool Things Corp., D/B/A 
Maxson Inc., 730 Garden St., : 
Carlstadt, NJ 07072, 201/935-9600, 
800/788-9211, showed Professional 
Dyna-Yo Ballistics yo-yos: the Lite 
Up, Glow and a standard yo-yo. Also, 
the battery-operated Magic Light-up 
"Changing Colour Yo-Yo" (NOTE: 
That’s the way they spell "color" jn 
England). We were unable to obtain 
additional information at this time. 

e@ Yo-yos are round, right? 

Well, think again. Holgate Toy Co., 
P.O. Box 774, One Holgate Dr., Kane, 
PA 16735, 814/837-7600, 800/499-1929, 
introduced the G-Yo, a series of 
wooden yo-yos in a variety of shapes, 
including square, star, pentagon, 
four-leaf clover, flower, heptagon, 
triangle, and so on, in a variety of 
colors. We were pleasantly surprised 
to discover that the odd-shaped yo- 
yos were playable. Suggested retail 
price, $6.00. "They are perfectly 
balanced for optimum performance and 
spin," Holgate president Richard Bly 
said. VP Kent Wilson added, “We 
anticipate that different finishes on 
the G-Yos will keep the customer 
coming back for more." 

e Infinity Inc., P.O. Box 9, 
Langhorne, PA 19047, 800/STICKS-3 
(784-2573), 215/750-6025, 
fundinfinitytoys.com, showed the 
Black Mamba transaxle yo-yo. The 
three-star model has a plastic 
bearing; suggested retail price, $11- 
13. The five-star modet has a roller 
bearing and a centrifugalty activated 
clutch system, invented by Abbe in 


Australia. 


TIPS 
String Tightness 
and Transaxles 
A tip on achieving the ideal 
string tightness with a transaxle yo- 
yo, from Dale Oliver of Spintastics: 

"The string on a transaxle yo-yo 
should be in a ‘neutral’ tightness, 
otherwise it will get sluggish and 
won't want to come back to your 
hand." 

The easiest way to obtain a 
neutral tightness is to take the yo- 
yo off your finger and let the string 
hang down, allowing it to loosen or 
tighten itself into the desired 
neutral tightness. 


How to String a Yo-Yo 

We recently received an e-mail 
from "Mbmos," who may have a real 
name but he/she prefers not to use it 
on the Internet. He/she asked, "I’m 
trying to find out how to put a new 
string on a yo-yo. I’ve searched the 
web in vain. Any help would be 
appreciated." 

We answered: 

To put on a new yo-yo string, 
take the string (a new string) out of 
the package. One end has a loop 
already tied into it. Go to the 
OTHER end of the string. This is 
actually the MIDDLE of the string. 

Split the string at the “middle” 
(the end oppesite from the tied loop) 
by untwisting it. Open up the loop 
until its forms a "circle" or loop 
with a diameter of about 2 to 3 
inches. Stfck the yo-yo in this loop 
so that the loop goes around the yo- 
yo’s axle. 

Carefully let the yo-yo down 
toward the floor. Let the yo-yo spin 
around until the string is securely 
around the axle and the yo-yo and 
string appears to be in a normal 
configuration (i.e., it’s ready for 
you to yo-yo with). 

You may need to spin the yo-yo 
around in a clockwise direction to 
tighten the loop around the axle. If 
you get it too tight, and the yo-yo 
won't "sleep," let the yo-yo hang 
limply at the end of the string and 
spin the yo-yo in a counter-clockwise 
direction to loosen it. 

Throw a number of loops and/or 
perform "Hop the Fence" a couple 
dozen times to "break in" the string. 

This process sounds much more 
complicated than it really is. 

For an illustrated explanation, 
see any of the yo-yo books on the 
market, such as The Littte Book of 
Yo-Yo, which was written by the 
editor in chief of this newsletter. 
(See page 25 and following in that 
book.) 
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¥0-YO VIDEOS 
“Dennis McBride's 
introduction to Yo-Yo Play” 
New video featuring the classic tricks 
used in contests for more than 50 years. 
"String Tricks, (Vols. 1 & 2),” 

& "Gallery of Two-Handed Tricks” 
$25 each (plus $3 S&H per order). 
Send your check today to: 
Dennis McBride, P.O. Box 1500 
Solvang, CA 93464 
805/688-0301 


’ Noble Disk® 
The newsletter of yo-yoing in New England: 
but full of fun material for anyone from anywhere 
Yearly subscriptions: $10 in the U.S., $12 in the 
rest of N. America, $15 for the rest of the world 
ASCIl edition on disk (3.5” or 5.25"), $5 + $1 S&H 
Noble Disk, 132 #11 Middle St. 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
603/427-2473 


CUSTOM HANDMADE . 
WOODEN YO-YO EARRINGS.* 
All colors and designs. Pierced or 

clips. Make unique Christmas gifts! 
$10.00/pair (free S&H for Christmas!) 
Call Selma (707/528-9113) or 


E-mail: selma@sonic.net. 
*As wom by *Yo-d7" 


Yo-Yo Times is an independent 
newsletter, published quarterly by: 
Creative Communications Inc., 
P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 20172 
Phone: 703-715-6187 

E-mail: YoYoTime@aol.com 
http://www.nmia.com/~whistler/ 
yytimes. html 


c.1998 by Creative Communications Inc. 
All rights reserved. For information on 
reproduction of any part of this issue, 


write to the address above. 


ISSN 0897-7704 
Editor in Chief & Publisher: 
Stuart F. Crump Jr. (Professor Yo-Yo) 
Editor: Jodi Crump (Yo-di) 
Managing Editor: Margaret P. Crump 
Subscriptions: $12/year (N. America) 
(U.S. dollars only) 


Foreign subscribers please add $4/yr S&H. 
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YO-YO MUSEUM 
National Museaum, Chico, Calif. 
Located inside the Bird in Hand store 
320 Broadway, Chico, Calif. 
More than 1,000 yo-yos on display 
Open 10-5 Mon.-Sat., 11-4 Sun. 
Free admission 
For further informaion, 
call 916/893-0545 


NEW FROM YOMEGA 
Saber Wing™ is Here! 
(modified butterfly shape) 
Available in “Brain®” and 
“Fireball " models 
Saber Brain $12.95 
Saber Fireball $11.95 
Phone orders for VISA/MC only ($20 
minimum) 1-800-228-8796 
Send check/money order to: 
Yomega Corp, Retail Dept. 
P.O. Box 4146-YT 


Fall River, MA 02723-0402 
Mention Yo-Yo Times and receive free shipping. 


: by Professor Yo-Yo 
: (AKA YYT. editor Stuart Crump Jr.) 

+ Covers all the basics of yo for beginners. 
Ask for it at your favorite bookstore, 
or by mail 
$4.95 ($6.95 in Canada) plus $1 S&H 
Running Press 
125 South 22nd St.-YT 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-4399 
Call toll-free 1-800-345-5399 


PECIAL ANNOUN' 


It’s Yo-Yo Time! 
(2nd edition) 
(including the Bluebook of Yo) 
by “Professor Yo-Yo” 
(Stuart Crump Jr.) 
(Editor-in-chief, Yo-Yo Times) 
is temporarily out of print. 
We are preparing the 3rd edition, 
which will include more than 
350 new tricks, plus stories, tips 
and other neat, cool stuff 
from the world of yo. 
RESERVE YOUR COPY TODAY 
at the old price 
$19.95 + $2.50 S&H = $22.45 
Outside North America, 
add $3 S&H = $22.95 (US $’s) 
(We will not deposit your check 
or charge your credit card until 
the book is ready for shipping.) 
It’s Yo-Yo Time! 

P.O. Box 1519-YB 
Herndon, VA 20172 


100% cotton strings 
Minimum order 1,000 
$59 / 1,000 plus $2.00-3.00 S&H 
(Call for exact price) 
Discounts for larger quantities 
Lockport Assembly Co. 
519 Mill St., P.O. Box 404 
Lockport, NY 14094 
716/433-3536 


“1 The Klutz Yo-Yo Book 
4 The updated edition of the classic 
Me book of tips, tricks and yo-yo history, 
% packaged with avery cool screw- 
apart yo-yo. The resuit is nothing 
A fess than the ultimate guide to 
am America's most enduring fad. 
lam Available In book, gift and toy 


order, or request a catalogue, 
call 800/558-8944, 


* High Performance 


Short Wood List: 


-Light- $15 
° Finest Hardwoods: | 
Light to Super-Heavyweight parte ‘as 
¢ First Choice of World Champ | Padsak, Maple, Wenge 
-Heavy- $20 
d PurpteHeart, Zebraze 
Wooden Monarch Yo-Yos Fong nit 


P.O. Box 23404 
Santa Barbara, CA 93121 
Gall: (205) 966-4270 or canal: 
More complete brochure svailable. 


SLO-YO. | 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Native & Exotic Woods 


Send For Your Free 
Color Catalogue 
no a est ns 

austen. th 78756 


Yo-Yo Times web pages 
http://www.nmia.com/ 
~whistler/yytimes.html 
http://members.aol.com/ 
yoyotime/index.html 


Sooner or later, you’ ll be on the 
internet. Make it sooner! 
Let us help you create a 
web site that really pulls! 


Special price for 
yO-yo companies. 
Call for free estimate 
703-715-6286 


Learning to Sleep 
by Stan Kellogg 
ETCL20Aaprodigy.com 

My son is down here from the San 
Francisco Bay area, and he had a hard 
time getting the ProYo II to sleep. 

I think I have found the remedy. 
Instead of throwing the yo-yo 
Straight down, I throw it a little 
bit ahead or in front of me. 

I haven't practiced it enough to 
make it sleep a long time, but maybe 
I‘LL be able to get it to sleep for a 
few seconds with practice. 

[Editor’s note: After we 
received Stan’s e-mail, we sent him a 
couple suggestions in hopes of being 
able to help him out. We wrote: 

["Keep practicing. Youll get 
it! It sounds like your string may 
be a bit too tightly wound around the 
axle. You have to keep after it to 
get the proper tightness. Let the 
yo-yo hang limp, and spin the yo-yo 
COUNTER CLOCKWISE to loosen the 
string. 

["You may have to do this 
frequently if the yo-yo still won’t 
sleep."] 


Better Sleepers 

If you use a wooden yo-yo (or a 
plastic yo-yo with a wooden axle), 
you may have noted that sometimes it 
will stay down when you "sleep" it, 
then at other times it won't stay 
down. Don Duncan of Playmaxx Inc. 
offered this explanation. 

Don explains how kids in a 
competition will step outside the 
"trick circle" and throw a perfect 
spinner, then step back into the 
circle, throw it down, only to have 
it come right back, without spinning. 

"Sometimes a new axle needs to be 
broken in," Don explained. "The saw 
cutting the groove in the wooden axle 
leaves little ridges that can’t be 
seen. 

“Sometimes the saw leaves a 
slight groove in the wood in one 
direction," Don said. “It only 
catches the string when the yo-yo is 
spimniing in that one direction--in 
other words, every other time you 
throw it. 

“After a bit of play, the groove 
wears down and is no longer a problem 
One way to solve this problem is to 
wrap a new string around the axle a 
few times before affixing it to the 
axle, and pull it through. The 
string acts like a fine sandpaper and 
smoothes the axle, he explained. 

Don’s colleague, Playmaxx 
president Tom Van Dan Elzen, added: 
“We've cured that problem. All yo- 
yos have a sweet side and a bad side 
until they're broken in. Almost any 
yo-yo with a wooden axle has the 
problem. We have worked with our 
Manufacturer and no longer have that 
problem." 


TRICKS 
Send in Your Tricks 

Keep those tricks coming in. 
Please note that tricks in the 
newsletter are those that can be 
described in words without pictures. 
Well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for future editions of the 
book, It’s Yo-Yo Time! (See ad p.7) 

If we publish your trick, you 
receive a free 6-month extension on 
your subscription as our token way of 
saying, "Thanks for helping the yo-yo 
to continue developing as the 
greatest of all toys." 

If your trick is used in the 
book, you'll receive full credit and 
thanks in the book. (Note: Sending 
us your trick means that you are 
giving us permission to print it in 
the newsletter and subsequent books.) 

Alt tricks are described for the 
right-handed yoist. If you are 
left-handed, please adjust! 


"The Bull" 
Matt Jarratt 
WINDEX1911aaol .com 

First, do a regular “Man on the 
Flying Trapeze," and let the yo-yo 
slide down toward the middle until 
your hands are even with each other. 
Make sure you have all four fingers 
in the loop. 

With your yo hand, grab the 
string closest to you and pull both 
hands out so that you have an upside 
down triangle, with the yo-yo at the 
bottom. Then turn your hands toward 
you so that the string raps around 
your four fingers. 

You now have what looks like a 
bull! 


“The Scrambler" 

"Dazzling Dave" Schulte 

dschultedties.k12.mn.us 
Start by throwing a hard 


"Trapeze." Pop the yo-yo up and off - 


the string, and throw it into a 
"Double or Nothing." 

Pull your right finger out of the 
loop and somersault the yo-yo back 
into the “Trapeze.“ 

Now the tough part. With a 
smooth transition, go from the 
“Trapeze” back into the "Double or 
Nothing." Repeat the trick. 

This trick can be done over and 
over, as long as the spin lasts. 
To be an official "Scrambler" you 
must do it with three "Double or 
Nothings." 

My best ever with a fixed axle 
yo-yo is six times. With a 
transaxle, my record is 10! 

When done correctly there is no 
break in the routine. It is 
constantly rolling from a “Trapeze" 
into a “Double or Nothing" and back 
again. 


"Multiple Around 


the Worlds" 
Bill Crump 
Lindenhurst, N.Y. 

[EDITOR‘S NOTE: Bill is my kid 
brother. He discovered this trick 
many years ago. I have never seen 
anyone else do it.--S.C.] 

Throw an “Around the World." 
When the yo-yo gets back to the 
starting point directly in front of 
you, keep it going, as if you were 
going to send it around a second time 
on one spin. = 

When the yo-yo reaches the apex 
(or highest point) of its arc and 
starts to descend again behind you, 
give the string a slight tug and let 
the yo-yo begin to wind up. 

As it reaches the back-most point 
in its arc and is partially wound up, 
whip it down and around smartly, 
regenerating the spin and giving it a 
boost. 

This is almost like doing 
"Outside Loops," except the yo-yo 
does not wind up all the way before 
being regenerated. 

You can do it again and again. 

If performed properly, this trick 
looks like you are doing multiple 
“Around the Worlds." 


“Jack in the Box" 
Montage007aaol .com 

I'm 7 and I wanted to tell you 
about a new trick that I made up. 
This is how it works: 

(1) Form a cradle or a box. 

(2) Lower the yo-yo so it is 
below the cradle or the box. 

(3) Pop €hé yo-yo up out of the 
box with a sudden move. 


"Baby on a Trapeze"! 
Montage007aaol .com 

(1) Throw a fast sleeper. 

(2) Form a cradle. 

(3) "Rock the Baby" once. 

(4) Make the yo-yo go over the 
top of the cradle. 


"“"Seeing-Eye Dog" 
Jed Drewiske 
E-mail name, Izznop 
De Pere, Wisc. 

(1) Cover your eyes 

(2) Throw a fast spinner. 

(3) Lower the yo-yo to the 
ground. 

(4) Let the yo-yo walk for a 
while. 

(5) Pull the yo-yo up. 

(6) Uncover your eyes and 
announce the name of the trick. 

That one is a real crowd pleaser. 

[EDITOR’S NOTE: Jed--We liked 
your trick, but we were somewhat 
uneasy about running it. We've 
always been taught not to make fun of 
handicaps. So, we append this 
disclaimer, "This trick does not 
necessarily agree with the opinions 
or taste of the publishers of this 
newsletter."] 
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"Aliens in France!" 
Dave Schulte 
dschul teaties.k12.mn.us 

Throw a “Flying Saucer" (also 
called the "Sleeping Beauty"). 

Grab the string and make the 
“Eiffel Tower." 

Drop the string and bring the yo- 
yo back to your hand. 


"The Handcuffs" 
Brad Alyward 
Nanaimo, B.C., Canada 

Do a "Triple or Nothing" around 
your wrists, then spread out your 
hands as if you were wearing 
handcuffs. 

To make a "Crime Does Not Pay” 
theme/routine out of it, do the 
“Machine Gun," "The Handcuffs" and 
“Behind Bars." Say, “If you shoot it 
out with the police, they will slap 
nee on you and throw you in 
jail." 


"Harass the Cat! 

This can be a very funny trick, 
especially when performed at somebody 
else’s house. 

First, find a contented, curious, 
frisky kitten. One with a sense of 
hunor, and quite playful. 

Stand near the cat and start yo- 
yoing. Take great care not to hit 
the cat! 

Observe how the cat observes your 
yoing. : 

One great trick for kittens is 
“Loop the Loop." Our cat’s head 
swings back and forth in time with 
the yo-yo. It’s hilarious to watch. 

For a finale, "Walk the Dog" up 
to the cat and bark like a dog. 

Often the cat will spring up and hide 
behind the couch, which it will: 
promptly destroy. 

Which reminds us of a great 
cartoon we saw on the internet. The 
sketch shows a cat hitchhiking. It 
is holding a sign that reads, "Will 
ignore you and ruin your furniture 
for food." 


"Monkey Goes 


Around the Corner"! 
Brad Alyward 
Nanaimo, B.C., Canada 

Start the "Monkey Climbs the 
Tree, but reach around under the yo- 
yo with the right hand and give the 
string just above the yo-yo a tug 
(like when you're doing "Around the 
Corner"). 

The monkey will now climb the 
tree by itself. Works better with a 
“Thread the Needle" (which is a 
“Monkey Climbs the Tree” from a side 
mount). 


"The Winking Eye" 
Lamont Mallett 
Detroit, Mich. 

This is a picture trick. Throw a 
long sleeper. Grasp the string with 
the middle, ring and pinky fingers of 


your left hand about halfway down the 
string. 

Point the left index finger 
horizontally in front of you and the 
left thumb straight up. 

Wrap the string around the index 
finger twice and lay the string in 
the groove between the index and 
thumb. Pull the outermost string on 
the index onto the thumb. 

Lay the string that is in the 
groove over the strings that now 
connects the index and thumb. 

A triangle is now formed. By 
moving your index and thumb in and 
out, the triangle opens and closes 
like a winking eye. 

Drop all strings on your left 
hand to return the yo-yo. 


"The Stock Market"! 


We give the whole of Wall Street 
credit for inventing this trick. 

While holding your yo-yo in your 
hand, make a few bland comments about 
how you’ve noticed that the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average has apparently 
gone haywire in recent weeks, so much 
so that it inspired its own yo-yo 
trick. 

Hold up your yo-yo hand and 
exclaim, "Ladies and gentlemen, we 
now salute the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average." Throw a backhanded 
"Sleeping Beauty" (sometimes called 
"The Flying Saucer") to loosen your 
string. 

Then, throw a "Sleeper" and let 
it stay down. If you've made the 
string loose enough, it won’t return 
to your hand no. matter how hard you 
jerk it. Ad lib about how you doubt 
the stock market will ever come back 
up again, since it seems to be run by 
a bunch of yo-yos. 


"The Limbo" 

This trick is dedicated to Chubby 
Checker. 

Remember the Limbo dance? The 
idea of the Limbo was to see “how low 
can you go?" You would lean 
backwards and scoot your entire body 
underneath the Limbo stick, without 
falling backward on the ground. 

You can have some fun with this 
one. Sing "The Limbo Rock" or any 
other Limbo song you know. Throw a 
fast "Sleeper." Lift the string near 
the yo-yo with your left hand, and 
hold it horizontally at about neck 
height, in front of you. Lean 
backwards and "limbo" under the 
“stick” (the horizontally held yo-yo 
sting). 

After you’ve limboed under the 
stick, drop the yo-yo and call it 
back to your hand. 


"Devil Yo" 
Joe Rumfola 
East Concord, N.Y. 
jlri7acornell.edu 

You need a real loose string for 
this one. 


Throw a fast sleeper. Grab the 


string with your left hand about 2 
inches above the yo-yo and unwind it 
until you can insert your finger 
between the strands. 

Spread the strings apart and flip 
the yo-yo up and off the string. 
Grab the end of the string with your 
left hand and hold the string 
horizontally. Catch the still- 
spinning yo-yo on the string. 

Play with the yo-yo as if it were 
a little diablo, sometimes called a 
"Chinese yo-yo." 

Joe modestly tells us that "I 
didn't make up this trick. I don’t 
know who did." 


SMOTHERS BROTHERS 


Upcoming Appearances 

If you're a fan of The Yo-Yo Man, 
Tom Smothers, and his brother, Dick, 
here is the schedule of upcoming 
appearances by the Smothers Brothers. 
Please check your local listings for 
details. 

March 8, Naples, Fla. 

March 10, Jacksonville, Fla. 

March 11, Englewood, N.J. 

March 14, Warsaw, Ind. 

March 15, Flint, Mich., fund 
raiser 

March 21, Minneapolis, Minn. 

April 10-11, Columbus, Ohio, 
Symphony 

April 28-May 3, Orleans Hotel, 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

July 31-Aug. 2, Oakbrook Terrace, 
Tl. 

Aug. 4-9, Orleans Hotel, Las 
Vegas, Nev. 

Oct. 27-Nov. 1, Orleans Hotel, 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

Nov. 20, Tucson, Ariz., 
fundraiser. 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters 
We welcome your letters to the 
editor, articles, new tricks, etc. 
Please include your phone number so 
we can get back to you if we have 
questions, as well as your mailing 
address so we can send you a copy of 
the newsletter. If you have e-mail, 
send your letters to 
yoyot imedaol .com. 


More Tricks 

Can you put some tricks in your 
newsletter? 
ToyT imdaol .com 
[REPLY: It sounds like you haven’t 
seen our newsletter yet. We have 4 
to 6 or more tricks in every issue. 
Got any new tricks you can share with 
us? You get a free 6-month 
subscription (or extension of regular 
subscription) for each trick of yours 
we publish.) 


N.Y.C. Area 
Network Sought 


I would like to meet and network 
with other people in the N.Y.C. area 
who juggle and yo-yo, preferably a 
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club or meeting of some type located 
in one of the five boroughs of N.Y.C. 
Please contact me at Alberttead 
aol.com. Thanks. 

(REPLY: Next time you write us, can 
you give us your full name and 
address and phone number in addition 
to your e-mail address? Thanks.) 


Who Invented 
the Yo-Yo? 

Who invented the yo-yo and when? 
If you could answer this question, I 
would appreciate it. Thanks. a 
Casey Meints 
campwayanetdex.com 
(We were feeling a bit silly when we 
answered Casey’s letter. We wrote: 
“It was invented at 6:30 p,m, on 
Wednesday, April 1, 223 B.C., by a 
Greek inventor, Akila Yoyopopolus. 
Unfortunately, he couldn't afford TV 
advertising. so those early yo-yos 
never reached the popularity that the 
toy achieved in later cultures. His 
name is all but forgotten today." 
Then we added: “We wrote a longer 
history of the yo-yo in the book, 
It’s Yo-Yo Time," and we attached a 
copy of the "History of the Yo-Yo" 
chapters to our reply letter. We 
hope Casey found them useful.) 


Can You Help? 

I recently picked up an old yo-yo 
and was wondering its age, place of 
origin and value. It is a wooden 
yo-yo, fixed axle, painted blue on 
one side and red on the other. On 
the blue side it says "Whirl-King 
standard model." 

Any help identifying this yo-yo 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Sean Hopkins 

West Frankfort, IL 
ty5éstudsemovm. semo.edu 
[Can any readers help out?] 


Yo-Yo Banning 

My son is a fifth grader at our 
nearby elementary school and has 
recently become a yo-yo enthusiast. 
He started bringing his yo-yo to 
school for recess time and many other 
children at school have also 
become interested in yo-yos. 

The playground supervisor has 
since banned yo-yos, for what reason 
I do not know. Footballs, soccer 
balls, basketballs, jump ropes, etc. 
are acceptable, so why not yo-yos, he 
wants to know! 

As I have always encouraged my 
children to work out problems by 
discussion after listening to the 
issues, I advised him to let the 
school principal hear his side of the 
yo-yo issue. 

Do you have any information or 
opinion to offer this debate? 

By the way, my son’s name is 
Mike. If you could e-mail him, I 
know he would appreciate any help. 
Susan Bowen 
tbowenastarnetinc.com 
(SUSAN: Here is some information you 
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can use in your debate. In 1989, we 
conducted a survey among our readers 
to determine if our assertion that 
"Yo-Yoers are better students" is 
correct. The results of the survey 
proved that the answer to that 
question is a strong "Yes." Our 
readers (or at least those who sent 
us copies of their report cards) had 
a collective grade point average of 
3.4--a strong A-/B+. Not bad for 
kids who like to play with a toy that 
is sometimes used as an synonym for 
inaneness in an uncomplimentary way 
(such as "Who gave you your driver’s 
license, you yo-yo?").] 


Information Sought 


on Barney Akers 

I need any and all information on 
Barney Akers that anyone can find, 
especially pictures. I heard that 
there are bootlegs floating around of 
a Smothers Brothers TV special 
including Tommy, Barney Akers, Dale 
Myrberg, Bob Rule and a few others. 

I would really like to get my 
hands on a copy of this. Ill 
happily send you a videotape and 
whatever else you want for a copy of 
this video. 

I am doing this research because 
from what I’ve heard of Barney, he 
was the best and was the father of a 
great many of the building block 
tricks that we take for granted, such 
as "Man on the Flying Trapeze." 

I intend to get a rather large, 
full-shoulder portrait tattoo of 
Barney, and I want to know as much as 
possible so that I can give my tattoo 
artist enough information to do him 
justice. Tattoo artist are an odd, 
suspicious lot, and they have weird 
requests. So for my sake, my 
shoulder’s sake, and my artist’s 
sake, please contribute. 

Steve Brown 

elvisdpd.net 

2000 N. Meridian Rd. Apt. 323 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 
(STEVE--This has to be one of the 
weirdest requests we've heard, but 
it’s a free country. Would you be 
willing to share copies of the 
information you gather with us, 
perhaps so we can write a story about 
Barney? Thanks.] 


Hello, Brazil 

Do you have any Brazilian 
subscribers? Any idea on how long 
the newsletter should take to get 
here? How many times do you publish 
in a year? How much is a 
subscription? 
Paris Piedade Neto 
par isnamicrosoft.com 
(Paris~-Sorry, we do not have any 
other subscribers in Brazil. You 
will be our first. We would love to 
have you join us. We send the 
newsletters by air mail, and they 
should get to you within a week or 
so. We publish 4 times a year. Cost 
is $12 (U.S.) a year plus $4.00 to 


- could run it more often. 


pay for the extra postage required 
for air mail.] 


Science Fair 

Hello, my name is Michael Koehler 
and my Science Fair topic is on the 
physics of the tricks done on a 
yo-yo. I have searched the internet 
and all I can find deals with just 
kinetic and potential energy. I want 
to learn why the sleeper sleeps and 
why the other tricks work, too. 

Would your newsletter have 
anything that I could use? If you 
have any information that could help 
me on this, please e-mail me as soon 
as possible. Thank you for your time 
and cooperation! 

Michael Koehler 

ckoehler2ajuno.com 

[Michael -- Here’s why it sleeps: If 
you examine a quality yo-yo, you will 
notice that the string is actually a 
very big loop wrapped very tightly. 
The top of the string starts at your 
finger, goes down to the axle of the 
yo-yo (the part that holds the two 
round pieces together is called the 
axle), and then twists around itself 
all the way back up to your finger. 
Because there is no knot at the 
bottom of the string, when thrown 
down, the yo-yo rotates inside the 
loop in the string, or “sleeps.” Can 
any of our readers help Michael?) 


More Club News, Please 
Just wondering why club news was 

omitted from the latest edition of 

Yo-Yo Times. 

James Ross, "Yo Dude" 

memathobdrust .net 

Champion Spinners Yo-Yo Club 

Lake Angelus, Mich. 

[ANSWER: We ran out of room. We 

probably won’t run that block of info 

every issue. Maybe twice a year. 

But, if enough people ask for it, we 

Send us 

news about your club.) 


German Yo-Yos 

I’m sure you can help me. I 
bought a yo-yo a few days ago and 
rediscovered some tricks I have seen 
many years ago. 

In Germany yo-yos are by far not 
as popular as in America. But, in 
the mid-80’s there was a Fanta Yo-Yo 
PR Tour through Germany, and I can 
hardly remember the tricks and jokes 
the professional U.S. players showed 
to us kids. 

It would be a great pleasure if 
you could tell me how I can get some 
information about different yo-yos 
and tournaments. 

Tim Knapper 
tkna0030arz.uni-hildesheim.de 
[Tim--We publish news about upcoming 
contests in the U.S. in each issue. 
We are also happy to print schedules 
of foreign contests, if someone lets 
us know about them. Why don’t you 
put one on? Also, several books 
about yo-yos are available. See the 
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ads in this issue. Our newsletter is 
a source of news. If you’d like to 
subscribe, the easiest way is to 
e-mail me with your VISA/MasterCard 
details. $12/year (US$) plus $4 for 
overseas air mail postage.) 


Wanted: Yo-Yo Photos 

I am a photo researcher for 
Grolier Educational Publishing in 
Danbury, Conn. We're producing a set 
of educational flashcards called 
"Story of America" in which we 
feature important people, places and 
events in American history. 

We are planning a card on the 
yo-yo, and I’m looking for a great 
photo of kids playing with yo-yos to 
illustrate this card. It can be 
current-day or historical, color or 
B+W, but the photo must be 
horizontal. We would prefer a 
colorful picture of more than one 
person doing yo-yo tricks, or just 
playing with yo-yos. 

Do you have any such photos on 
file that we could borrow for 
reproduction, or do you know any 
Photographers who might have photos 
like these? Please respond by e- 
mafl, fax or phone at your earliest 
opportunity. Thanks, in advance, for 
your help. 

Lisa Grize 

Director, Photo Research 

Grolier Educational Publishing 
e-mail: lgrizedgrolier.com 

tel: 203/797-3217 

fax: 203-797-3344 

{Can any of our readers help her?} 


Yoing in School 

Our school, Orangewood 
Elementary, has a new set of yo- 
yoers, K-6th grade. We had a 
demonstration on Feb. 6 and now have 
100 yo-yos up and down the 
breezeways. 

The teachers have collected 
several that were used at 
inappropriate times, but they will be 
returned. 

We watched a yo-yo video and, 
with the help of others that know 
more than we do, the school will hold 
a tournament in March. A lot of 
students want to enter a tournament. 
James E. Keenan 
jkeenandgoodnet.com (M. Carter) 
Orangewkood Elementary 
7337 N. 19th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 85021 
(Please write us a letter and tell us 
about yo-yos at your school.] 


Help on School Project 


Requested 

I just found your page on the web 
and wonder if you can help me with a 
school project on the yo-yo. I/m 
taking a business information class, 
and our project deals with a yo-yo 
company. I'm looking for the names 
of five manufacturers of yo-yos, 
except for a company called Yomega, 
which I already have. 


I’m also trying to find out if 
these five companies have web pages. 
If you know the answer to any of 
these questions, I/d appreciate it. 
G.1T.Darmody 
gtddedgenet.net 
{The 2-page sample issue we are 
sending you contains a list of yo-yo 
manufacturers, books, videos, 
publications and museums. If regular 
subscribers to YYT would like a copy 
of the 2-page sample issue, send us a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope and 
ask for the “special 2-page issue" or 
e-mail us at yoyotimedaol.com and ask 
us to zap you a copy over the net.] 


School Project 


Ideas Needed 

I am a 5th grader at Strawtown 
Elmementary School, and we have a 
project due. My topic is “yo-yos," 
and I was wandering if you could send 
me some information or something. 
Thanks. 
Alex Judka 
Goal ie922aaol .com 
[Alex-- Sounds like a great project 
idea! We are e-mailing to you a file 
that gives the names of yo-yo 
companies and other information you 
may be able to use. Here’s a couple 
of ideas: You could try testing 
things such as "What happens to a yo- 
yo's spin time when you wax the 
string?" or "How does the length of 
the string affect spin time?" Things 
like that, Send us a copy of your 
finished report. We'd like to see 
‘Goa ee 


Yo-Yo Poetry 
and Literature 
I am looking for any literature 


or poetry relating to the yo-yo. If 
anyone knows where I can find 


‘something or has any recommendations 


or suggestions, please e-mail me. 
Thanks. 

Maury Goldstein 
maurice_goldsteindama-assn.org 
(Readers, can you help?) 


On Line at Last 

I’ve finally purchased a modem 
for my computer and am amazed at how 
many people are on the net. I surfed 
to find you; it was easy. 

I'm working all the time as a 
yo-yo champ\musician\kids’ 
entertainer, and am having a ball. 
There is a new kids’ TV network here 
in Canada, and I will be doing a 
yo-yo demonstration for heavy 
rotation (hey, I think that’s a joke) 
next month. 

I am performing at Artbreak in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, in April, and 
tomorrow I attend the annual Fairs 
Convention here in Toronto. We 
always get a good deal of work from 
that one. 

I hope all is well with you. I 
appreciate Yo-Yo Times. It’s a good 
read. 


Mark Kersey 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

(Mark-- Great to hear from you again. 
Keep us posted on what you’re doing.) 


Museum Articles 

I would Like to see an article on 
present yo-yo museums or collections. 
Maybe the article could highlight the 
different yo-yos and various 
collections and histories of those 
museums. 
Steve Scribner 
Wyandotte, Mich. 
slscribaconcentric.net 
{Steve--Good idea. We'll see what we 
can do.] 


Enjoys New Tricks 

I enjoy reading the TRICKS 
section, but at my age (67), I’m not 
learning anything new. I’m winding 
down and leaving it to the younger 
kids. 
Ernest Johnson Jr. 
College Park, Georgia 


Yo, Adrianne! 

‘Howdy yafawl! I’m 43 and 1 want 
to run away and join the circus or do 
gigs, festivals, clubs, parties, 
restaurants. 

I need to rekindle my juggling 
and unicycling, as well as song, 
dance, ventriloquism and yo-yo. 

As Sly Stallone says, “Yo....ah!" 

Spin the tail on the donkey. 
Laszlo Borbely Jr. 

Wheeling, W.Va. 


Canadian Champ 

I am three times Canadian Champ 
dating aback to the mid-Seventies. I 
know well over 400 variations of 
tricks. 

String tricks have always been my 
favorite, for anyone can flip a yo- 
yo, but how many can make it sleep 
for 30-45 seconds? Hmm, not a lot, 
I’m sure. 

Howard Ryan Fluxgold 
Etobicoke, Ontario, Canada 
majordidirect.com 


Yo-Yo Junkie 

I'm a yo-yo junkie. I'm writing 
for information--traditional or 
crazy--on yo-yos and also to find out 
about any yo-yo societies I can join. 

I’m interested in getting 
together with a yo-yo grand master in 
my local area, if possible. I’ve 
been yoing all my life. In the past 
year I picked up a yo-yo again like a 
mad magician. As of today, I haven't 
gotten the “Whirlybird" down, but I/m 
getting there. 

I obtained your address from 
Yomega Corp. I have no idea if Yo-Yo 
Times is a ‘'zine or an organization, 
but I’m sure something interesting 
will result by this letter. 

Cameran 
Rochester, N.Y. 
{We hope so, too.] 
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Brainy Yo-Yos 

I am a library/media specialist 
in Milton, Vermont. 1 have a fourth 
grade student who would like to know 
the name of the CEO of the Brain 
Yo-Yo company. 1 am not having much 
luck searching the web for this 
information for her, so I hope that 
you can help me. Thank you. 
Karen Vallancourt 
karen_val LancourtaFCMail.milton.K-12. 
vt.us. 
{Karen -- There is no "Brain Yo-Yo 
Co., “ but there is a "Yo-yo with 
a Brain," which is, I assume, the 
information you are looking for. 
It is Yomega, and is located in Fall 
River, Mass. You can reach Yomega at 
508/672-7399. The three principals 
of the company are brothers/sister 
Alan, Len and Joyce Amaral. Alan is 
president and CEO, Len is VP, and 
Joyce is VP-sales & marketing. They 
would be happy to help you. There is 
also a children’s toy-store chain 
called "Zany Brainy," which is 
headquartered in Wynnewood, Penn.; 
Phone 610/896-1500. P.S. Do you or 
your students subscribe to Yo-Yo 
Times? Just a thought.] 


Manufacturers Needed 

1 am from Singapore and need your 
assistance to look for yo-yos 
manufacturers. Thank you in advance. 
Fred Ting and Robin Tan 
trobindpost1.com 
{Can any of you manufacturers out 
there send your info to Fred and 
Robin? Thanks.] 


Firebird Yo-Yos? 

My grandson loves yo-yos and 
wanted a “Firebird for his birthday. 
I wanted to buy one for him but was 
unable to find one. What stores 
would handle these? 

Florence Johnson 

Kredi tajuno.com 

(Sorry, but we never heard of a 
Firebird yo-yo. We're assuming that 
he really wants a "Fireball" 
transaxle yo-yo. These are made by 
Yomega. Give them a call at 
508-672/7399 or 800/338-8796. If we 
are wrong and any reader knows of the 
existence of a "Firebird yo-yo," 
please let us know.] 


M&M Yo-Yos 


I am a collector of M&M Candy 
items. I am looking for yo-yos that 
have the M&M logo on them. Do you 
have a classified ad section where I 
can place an ad? 

Tom Zarcone 

TOMZMMSatkdyer.com 

{Tom: We sure do! In the meantime, 
maybe this letter in YYT will attract 
some interest for you.] 


Article Ideas 

Here are some ideas for future 
articles: Interviews with Don 
Duncan, Dale Myrberg and Brad 


Countryman; an "exhaustive" List of 
yo-yo manufacturers; an article that 
takes the reader through the 
production process of a BC wooden yo- 
yo and a Terminator plastic yo; 
spotlight in each issue a famous, 
rare or unusual yo-yo or yo-yo 
company from the past and give its 
complete history, then combine these 
articles into a book; an article on 
tie-dying yo-yo strings; an article 
entitled "Yo-Yos We'd Like to See in 
Stores" (interview players and get 
their ideas). 

Rick Brough 

rbroughacorel .com 

(Rick, why not write a few of these 
stories for us?] 


Cool Things 

I'd like to see Yo-Yo Times 
printed in a better font with some 
clip art, so your eyes don’t have to 
squint to read the type font. 

I'd also like to see articles 
about modern yo-yo people who are 
doing cool things for the industry-- 
things like Yo-Hans developing the 
Bumble Bee and David Feree’s really 
cool match tricks. I/’d also like to 
see an article about the King’s 
Yomen. 

Kevin Hendricks 
kevin-hendricksa@bethel .edu 

{Can any readers help us obtain 
information on these topics?) 


- Yo-Yo City 


My husband, Michael, and { have a 
store on the internet selling Duncan 
yo-yos!! 

Order securely online from home 
everything available including 
strings. Check us out at 
www. choicemall.com/yoyocity. 
Victoria Duever 


Catalogs Requested 

My name is Nick Landry and I'm 
into yo-yos. 

I have just started and need a 
yo-yo catalog and/or some advice. 

If you have any free yo-yo 
catalogs, newsletters or trick books, 
please send them to me. 

I will greatly appreciate 
anything you send me. 

Nick Landry 

309 South Highway 

Warrenton, MO 63383 

leehamocty.com 

INick, now that we've published your 
letter, you should hear from several 
of the manufacturers of yo-yos who 
read YYT. Or you can beat them to 
the punch and contact our advertisers 
directly via mail or e-mail. See the 
ads in this issue. Have fun.] 


Yo Source in the U.K.? 
I'm trying to find retailers in 

the U.K. who can supply quality yo- 

yos. Can any of your readers help me 

with names or sources of information? 

Carl Moody 

ttraindglobalnet.co.uk (Carl Hoody) 


BRIEFS 

e Dale Myrberg of Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and the 1996 World Yo-Yo 
Champion, reports that after 32 years 
of work for Utah Power & Light, he is 
taking early retirement on May 1 and 
become a full-time yo-yo man. "“I‘m 
going to do this for the rest of my 
life!" he said. “I’m the product of 
a misspent youth! And I've loved 
every moment of it!...[‘’m not going 
to compete anymore. I’m just going 
to be a performer. 

e Yo-yos are coming up in the 
world of commerce. They may be cool, 
but that hasn’t stopped them from 
moving slowly up the charts on The 
Toy Book trade magazine's “What's 
Hot!" department from number 14 in 
August, number 10 in October and 
number 11 jin both January and 
February among all "top-selling non- 
TV-promoted toys." 

@ Dennis and Carol McBride have 
combined forces to produce a “truly 
unique school assembly program" 
entitled "Dare to Dream--Dare to Do." 
Dennis is a master yo-yoer, and his 
wife, Carol, is a recording artist 
and humorist. (Their address is P.O. 
Box 1500, Solvang, CA 93464.) 

‘ Klutz Press Inc., 455 Portage 
Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306, 
650/857-0888, klutzpressaaol .com, 
http://www.klutz.com, is revising The 
Klutz Yo-Yo Book, by John Cassidy. 
The new edition is due out in April. 
It comes with a Klutz Rocket Yo-Yo, 
which is the Terminator Technic 
customized for Klutz by Spintastics 
Skill Toys Inc. 

e Splitging the Atom and Other 
Yo-Yo Stuff, by Ritchie Windsor, is a 
new, 48-page book published in the 
UK, which offers illustrated 
instruction ranging from the basics 
of yo to more advanced tricks. Its 
price in England is 2.95 lbs. retail, 
from the publisher, Butterfingers, 
Unit 10, Burnett Business Park, 
Gypsie La.,, Burnett, Keynsham, 
Bristol, BS18 ZED, England, tel. 0117 
986 6680. Several of the retail and 
mail order companies that sell yo-yos 
in the States are also offering the 
book. Ask them. 

@ The book, It’s Yo-Yo Time! 
(second edition) by "Professor Yo-Yo" 
(Stuart F. Crump Jr., Editor, Yo-Yo 
Times newsletter) is now out of 
print. The author is preparing a 
third, revised and bigger edition, 
which will probably sell for $25. 

Any orders pending for the second 
edition will be held until the third 
edition is ready. After the third 
edition comes out, the outstanding 
orders will be filled at no 
additional charge. We will hold onto 
your check and not deposit it until 
we send out the book. Like the 
second edition, the third edition 
will contain more than 300 new yo-yo 
tricks as well as even more stories 
and articles about the world of yo. 
We will accept orders for the third 
edition at the lower price ($19.95 
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plus $2.50 S&H in North America; add 
$3.00 for other foreign orders) until 
the publication of the third edition 
(about June 1). Send your order to 
Creative Communications Inc., P.O. 
Box 1519-1YT2, Herndon, VA 20172. 


COLLECTING 
Yo Collecting Site 
by Lucky Meisenheimer 
lucky jdemail msn.com 
LuckyJ@MSN.COM 

As a yo-yo collector, the 
question I am asked most frequently 
is, “Where can I buy old yo-yos"? 
What they are really asking is, 
“Where can I find old and collectible 
yo-yos without having to hoof it to 
many flea markets and antique shops?" 

_The answer used to be, “Too bad. 
There is not an old yo-yo 
store." This answer has now changed 
via the computer age and the eBay web 
site. 

The eBay web site has thousands 
of collectibles for auction over the 
Internet. This is a huge auction 
site that adds literally thousands of 
items each day. Searching the word 
yo-yo in eBay typically reveals over 
50 yo-yos at any one time that are up 
for auction. 

Many common and some currently 
retailed yo-yos are found, but a few 
prizes will be mixed in as well. 

Check out some of the yo-yos and 
final bid prices. Duncan Satellite 
yo-yo MOC $36.00; PEZ plastic yo-yo 
70's $23.00; Mountain Dew bottle cap 
4OC $3.00; Smothers Brothers 1988 
Kodak Yo-Yo set MOC $57.50; Genesis 
Promotion yo-yo $51; Jeff Gordon car 
MOC $13.22; Bosco Bear/Duncan $24; 
Dick Tracy MOC $28.50; Hulk Hogan MOC 
$3.00; Pee Wee Herman MOC $10.75; 
Little Mermaid $5.50; Nightmare on 
Elm Street MOC $7.00; Duncan 
Shrieking Sonic Satellite $78.06; 
Complete box of 1950 Duncan Electric 
yo-yos $279.00; Power Rangers tin 
lithograph, $1.50; Duncan Tin 
Whistling Solid color $52.23; Duncan 
wood butterfly $23.13; Duncan wood 
O-Boy $52.36; Humphrey Big Boy yo-yo 
$10.00; Buster Brown yo-yo $76.00; 
Festival Baseball yo-yo loose $8.50; 
Twin Twirler loose $30.51; Multiple 
Roy Rogers yo-yos varying in final 
bid from $7.00 to $40.00. 

This is just a sampling of many 
hundreds of yo-yos that have been 
auctioned on eBay. 

Anyone can buy or sell yo-yos on 
eBay. You just need a computer, 
internet access and e-mail address. 
The address for eBay’s home page is 
http://cayman. ebay.com/aw/ index.html . 

Happy hunting. See you on eBay. 


AYYA NEWS 


by John Stangle, president 
The AYYA is here to stay! We are 
here to support our members, and the 
membership is growing faster than you 
can even imagine. Membership almost 
doubled last year alone and is 
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growing each day. 


Transaxle v. 
Fixed-Axle Vote 

Once again the AYYA board of 
directors voted to poll the general 
membership regarding the allowing of 
the use of transaxle-style yo-yos in 
AYYA-sanctioned events. 

The last time the AYYA general 
membership voted on this issue was in 
September 1994. Since that time many 
new styles of transaxle yo-yos have 
been introduced to the market. They 
come in many different colors and 
materials. They have sleeve axles, 
ballbearing axles and some with 
adjustable gaps. Some are plastic, 
others wood, and some even rubber. 

Alan Nagao of Team High 
Performance in Hawaii wrote the board 
asking for the AYYA to revisit the 
issue. The board did feel that it 
had been three years since it was 
last discussed and voted unanimously 
to resubmit the item to the general 
members for vote. 

The wording and results of the 
vote is as follows: 

Number of ballots received: 93. 

Item #1: "Should the AYYA allow 
the use of transaxle yo-yos 
(non-fixed axle) for all divisions in 
sanctioned competitions?” 


Yes votes 42 
No votes 50 
Blank votes 1 
Item #2: "If item #1 above does 


not pass (majority votes no), can the 
event organizer have the option of 
separate divisions for “fixed axle" 
and "transaxle" style yo-yos?" 

Yes. votes 78 

No votes 11 

Blank votes 1 

Illegal votes 3 3 

Item #3: "If item #1 above does 
pass (majority votes yes), can the 
event organizer have the option of 
separate divisions for “fixed axle" 
and "transaxle" style yo-yos?" 

Yes votes 7% 

No votes 11 

Blank votes as 

Illegal votes 3 

Vote Summary: No on item #1, and 
Yes on items #2 and 3. 

These results have been submitted 
to the AYYA Tricks and Rules 
Committee chaired by Bill 
deBoisblanc. 

Bill will work on a revision to 
the 1997 Tricks and Rules and submit 
them to the board for approval in 
early February 1998.° 

This was one of the best voting 
turn-outs that the AYYA has ever had. 


AYYA Licensed Apparel 
The AYYA has just entered into an 
agreement with Bill Mahan d.b.a. ATW 
Enterprises, Lexington, Kent., to be 
the first of many firms that will 
carry items with the AYYA Logo on it. 
Mr. Mahan will be producing denim 
jackets with the AYYA Logo on the 


back. The jackets are manufactured 
by the Tyca Corporation. Final price 
is still pending. 10% of each sale 
will be donated to the AYYA. 

If you are interested in 
purchasing a jacket, contact Bill 
Mahan at 3429 Fleetwood Dr., 
Lexington, KY 40502. More 
information will be available soon on 
the AYYA web site, http://AYYA.pd.net 


Stangle Reelected Prez 

John Stangle, of Santa Rosa, 
Calif., has been reelected AYYA 
president of the board for a second 
year. The results of the election by 
the board of directors was unanimous, 
7-0. 


Board Positions 

Each board member is elected for 
two years after which they can run 
for reelection. Ballots for these 
elections are inserted in the 
September AYYA newsletter. 

For 1998, five of the seven 
positions are up for re-election. 

Anyone interested in submitting a 


_nomination for one of these positions 


is asked to contact one of the board 
of directors prior to Aug. 15, 1998. 
Be sure to ask the person you are 
nominating prior to submitting the 
name to the board. ; 

Up for re-election will be John 
Stangle (president ‘97-'98 board, 
#96-'98), Lucky Meisenheimer 
(795-98), Chuck Short ('97-'98), 
Dick Stohr 4°97-'98) and Bill 
deBoisblanc ('97-'98). 


Lunch with 


the Yo-Yo Lady 
by David Capurro 
Oakland, Calif. 
yo-yoproatsoft.com 

I have had a lot of fun times in 
my life, but one of the most fun 
times was having lunch with The Yo- 
Yo Lady, Helane Zeiger! 

We met at my brother’s bakery, in 
Oakland, Calif. I was standing 
behind the counter, I looked at the 
clock, and it was 12:30 p.m.--time to 
meet the Yo-Yo Lady. 

I was watching everybody come in 
to the bakery, and then this lady 
caught my eye. I hesitated to walk 
up to her, but finally, I couldn't 
resist. 

I stuck out my hand and said, 
“Helane?" She said, "Oh, you must 
be David!" We shook hands and I 
prepared our lunch--potato and cheese 
pizza. 

We talked the whole time we were 
eating, and when we had consumed all 
the pizza we could muster, she 
brought fourth her "Yo-Yo Bag." She 
showed me everything! 

The first thing she showed me was 
a copy of the first printing of The 
World on a String with the signatures 
of all the yo-yo people that were in 
the book! 

She showed me old newspaper 
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articles, patches, buttons, all kinds 
of yo-yo stuff. She even had a yo-yo 
that Gus Somera carved for her! 

Then, I proceeded to show her my 
little collection. I watched her 
smile as she was reading my newspaper 
articles. I think she was smiling 
because she knew that all of my yo-yo 
fame was because of her. 

Maybe she was flattered? I 
didn’t see her blush. 

After we both exchanged our 
little collections of yo-yo things, 
we went to the back of the bakery to 
"do our thing." I used my SBII, and 
she had a special Tom Kuhn YoYo that 
said, "I’ve got the world on a 
string" on the sides. 

She did some tricks. I did some 
tricks. It was just really exiting 
being there with her, doing yo-yo 
tricks! 

She said that she had to get back 
to work, so I walked to her car, 
helping her carry the yo-yo stuff. 
She said that I was a very good 
player. She liked all the 
"Double-or-Nothing" combinations that 
I did. : 

Before she went back to work, she 
Signed my book, and she gave me a 
yo-yo, an old Duncan Professional. I 
walked back to the bakery and watched 
her drive away. 

I thought to myself, "I could die 
a happy man today!" 


‘ YO-YO CUBS 

Clubs are listed in alphabetical 
order by state. Send your club news 
to: Club News, Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 
1519, Herndon, VA 20172, or via e- 
mail to yoyotimedaol.com. You should 
also contact freddapd.net with your 
club news. If you would like to 
start a club contact 
yotopiadsonic.net. 

VICTORIA, B.C., CANADA. Meets 
every two weeks, on Monday nights at 
7:30 p.m. at various locations. E- 
mail rdaviesdpacificcoast.net, or 
Phone 250/472-1442. 

DAVIS, CA. -- The club meets 
almost every Wednesday at Davis 
Senior High School during the school 
year from 3 to 4 p.m. in the Drama 
Room; it also meets in the summer 
from time to time. Contact president 
Qasim Shah, 916/678-2044 or 
naqviddcn.davis.ca.us. 

LONG BEACH, CA. The Los Alamitos 
Yo-Yo Club meets every Friday at 
lunch. Info: Noel at 
renfordaaol.com. 

PALO ALTO, CA -- The Palo Alto 
Yo-Yo Club meets the second and 
fourth Saturday of each month at the 
Ventura Activity Center in Palo Alto, 
Calif. Info: Dave Bazan, 
408/732-3320 box #9920. 

SACRAMENTO, CA. The Wizards of 
Yo. Contact David Harris, 916/363- 
2650. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA/BAY AREA. The 
sizable yo-yo community in this area 
gets together upon occasion but not 


on a regular basis. To hook into 
this network and be notified of 
events, contact Dale Oliver at 
415/871-4197 or e-mail YoProdaol .com 

SANTA ROSA, CA. Willie Bird’s 
Flyers Yo-Yo Club meets at 1 p.m. the 
first Saturday of the month at Willie 
Bird’s Restaurant, 1150 Santa Rosa 
Ave., Santa Rosa, CA. For 
information, contact John Stangle, 
707/542-1417 or 707/542-YOYO, or e- 
mail him at yotopiadsonic.net. 

WASHINGTON, DC, AREA. A Yo-Yo 
Share, Show & Practice is held every 
third Wednesday of the month from 7 
to 9 p.m. in the fellowship hall of 
Grace Presbyterian Church at Grace 
and Bath streets, Springfield, Va. 
Info: Dick Stohr, 703/451-3439. 

TALLAHASSEE, FL. Contact Greg 
Cohen at Infinite Illusions, 904/385- 
6463, 1-800-YOYO-GUY, or 
infinitedpd.net. Regularly scheduled 
clinics and contests. 

MONTICELLO, IL. The Graduate 
School of Library and Information 
Science (GSLIS) at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Yo-Yo 
Club is open to any library science 
student interested in the theory and 
practice of yo-yoing. (This is all 
the information we have about this 
club at this time. Can any readers 
fill in the missing info, e.g., when 
and where the club meets and who the 
contact person is.) 

PROSPECT HEIGHTS, IL. Club meets 
the first and third Tuesdays each 
month, 7:30 to 9 p.m., at Prospect 
Heights Park District. Call Barry 
North at 847/392-0884 for 
information. 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS Yo-Yo Club 
meets every Tuesday. Check their 
webpage (http://www.uiuc.edu/ro/yoyo) 
for details about the club and 
meeting locations. You can also 
contact Oliver Koo, the club 
president, at kooduiuc.edu. 

LAKE ANGELUS, MI. Champion 
Spinners Yo-Yo Club meets at the 
McMath-Hulbert Solar Observatory, 895 
N. Lake Angelus Rd., Lake Angelus, MI 
48326. For scheduled events, you-yo 
entertainment, practice and 
competition, contact "Yo Dude" at 
248/335-4791; memathobarust-net. 

Web site http://rust.net/-memathob/. 

BLOOMINGTON, MN. A school club 
at Hubert Olson Middle School meets 
for an hour each Wednesday after 
school. Club supervisor is "Dazzling 
Dave" Schulte, a technology education 
teacher at the school. 

MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL, MN. The 
Twin Cities Spinners Yo-Yo Club meets 
the 2nd Sunday of every month at 
Detello’s Restaurant, 6207 Dell Rd., 
Eden Prairie. Contact Mari or Mike 
McCabe at 612/929-0610 or 
mecab001amsus1.msus.edu for 
information. 

LINCOLN, NE. Contact Tom Gates, 
402/464-4367. 

RENO, NV. The Northern Nevada 
Yo-Yo Club meets every third Saturday 
of the month at the Sparks Car Wash 


in Sparks, Nev. They don’t have a 
permanent meeting place yet but hope 
to have one soon. For information 
contact David Keele at 
keeleascs.unr.edu or 702/677-1625, or 
contact Chuck Short at 702/348-9079 
or clsyoyoadconcentric.net. 

BRONXVILLE, NY. Todd Depole is 
interested in starting a club in his 
area. Contact him at 914/337-8145. 

DALLAS/FT. WORTH, TX. Val Krantz 
has moved and is interested in 
starting a new yo-yo club in this 
area, specifically Grapevine, Texas. 
Interested yoers, wanna-be-yoers, and 
collectors can call her at (817) 
318-7242, (817) 318-SPIN or 
VALERIEYOdaol .com. 

PUGET SOUND AREA, WA. Contact 
Chris Arena, 14117 57th Ave. N.W., 
Gig Harbor, WA 98332, 206/851-5753, 
or e-mail: apldaccessone.com. 
Regularly scheduled clinics and 
contests. 


YO-YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a 
classified ad in this section, the 
cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, 
with a minimum charge of $2.50. We 
will print the first few words in 
capital letters unless you specify 
differently. 

o-Yo Times assumes no 
responsibility or liabilities for any 
claims contained in any ad. Let the 
buyer beware! 


GREAT YO-YO COLLZCTIBLE! Color copy 


. of 1931 novelty song sheet music 


cover, "Oh! Ho! Yo-Yo! ("The New 
King of Play. in Music Form") 8 
1/2x11." Ideal for framing! $15 
postpaid. Also, yo-yos for trade. 
Bill Caswell, 1512 Cherokee Pl., 
Bartlesville, OK 74003, 918/336-5130. 
CHEERIO 55 for trade. Mint. Not in 
Cook’s book. Will sell $85.00. Have 
several colors. Stamped inside 
circle: 55/official/begimmers/yoyo. 
Outside circle: Cheerio--tested and 
approved for beginners and practice. 
Jim Wright, PO Box 122, Willox, AK 
99688, e-mail jwalaskadmatnet.com. 
Tele: 907/495-1095. 

PLEASE HELP. Novice collector, 
looking to build collection. Buy or 
trade, all types wanted, wood, tin, 
plastic. Anyone interested in 
retiring their tired, sick, and worn 
collection, please call Dave Cabin at 
1-800-268-3013, 1253 Niagara Falls 
Blvd., Amherst, NY 14226. 

CUSTOM HANDMADE WOODEN YO-YO 
EARRINGS. All colors and designs. 
Pierced or clips. Makes unique gift. 
$10.00/pair (free shipping). Call 
Selma (707/528-9113) or e-mail 
selmadsonic.net. 

YO-TOPIA, THE BEST PLACE in the world 
to yo-yo! We have Duncan, Russell, 
Tom Kuhn, What’s Next, Yomega, Oliver 
Toys, strings, shirts, and videos. 
Come visit the Island of YO-topia on 
the World Wide Web at 
WHW.sonic.net/~yotopia or call 
Pookie-Yo at 707/542-YOYO (9696) for 
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more information. 

WANTED: OLD YO-YOs. Buying singles, 
collections and old yo-yo 
memorabilia. List conditions and 
prices. Lucky Meisenheimer, Suite 
105, 7300 Sandlake Commons Blvd., 
Orlando, FL 32819, 407/354-0478. 
WANTED: DUNCAN AND ROYAL decal 
yo-yos, Flores and tin yo-yos, 
Cheerio and Goody jewels. Also, Goody 
Atomic and Comet Filipino Twirlers. 
Will buy or trade. Johnny Tillotson, 
17530 Ventura Blvd., Suite 108, 
Encino, CA 91316, 1-800-YO-BUDDY. 
LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show 
and family audience entertainers. 50 
big pages each issue covering 
balloons, cloxning, magic, 
ventriloquism, puppetry, comedy 
props, juggling, business ideas, 
more! $21/year (6 issues); outside 
USA, $27. P.O. Box 160-YT, Syracuse, 
NY 13215. 


The Yo-Yo Name Game 

Almost 10 years ago we suggested 
that you might want to come up with 
your own yo-yo stage name. 

Readers liked the idea. We 
published a list in our Nov.-Dec. 
1988 issue, and again in the May-June 
1989, Nov.-Dec. 1989 and July-Aug. 
1990 issues. We haven't published 
the list again since then, but we 
have kept the list as current as 
possible. 

And still the names pour in. 

It seems that the time is right 
to update the list and run it again. 

If you have invented a stage nane 
of your own, send it along. If it’s 
original--and if it’s printable! 
(yes, we've gotten a couple we 
couldn't use; this is a family 
publication! )--we'll include it ina 
future issue. 

Also, if your entry here is wrong 
or has changed, let us know. 

Incidentally, the name "Yo-Yo Ma" 
has already been taken, but not by a 
yo-yoer! Classical music buffs know 
that Yo-Yo Ma is one of the greatest 
cellists of all times. He records 
regularly with major orchestras and 
appears frequently on television. 

Also, for the first time, we have 
put the list in alphabetical order. 

(NOTE: We have lost contact with 
some of the individuals-- indicated 
with an asterisk (*)--listed here 
since they sent their stage names to 
us.) Here is a complete list of all 
those we have received to date: 

Ace of the Axle (Clint Pope, 
Tulsa, OK), Alien Yo Pro or Alien 
Yo-Yo Man (Dave Bazan, Palo Alto, 
CA), Awesome Dawson (Jeremiah Dawson, 
Alexandria, VA), BoYo (Gerald E. 
Linden, Monroe, CT). 

Brother Yo (Matt Johnson, Derby, 
KS), Captain Yo (Don Watson, Rohnert 
Park, CA), Captain Yo-Yo (Dennis 
Lesley, Birmingham, AL), Daddy-Yo 
(Chuck Wilkeson, Zephyrhills, FL), 
Dr. Joe Yo (Joe Rumfola, Fall River, 
MA), Dr. Yo (Bob Baab, Las Vegas, 
NV), Dr. Yo (Tom Kuhn, San Francisco, 
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CA). 

Duke of Whirl (Ben Serkin, Santa 
Monica, CA), DynYOmite Kid (Thai 
Nguyen, Alexandria, VA), Emilyo 
(Emilia Mazloom, Alexandria, VA), 
*Fast Eddy (Eddy McDonald, Toronto, 
Ontario), Flash Yo (Les Gordon II, 
Whitestown, IN), Flying Yo-Yo (An 
Nguyen, Alexandria, VA), General Yo 
(John Brosnan, Barnstable, MA), 
Grand-Pa Yo-Yo, (Lee Craft, Page, 
ND). 

Imperial Kid (C.W. Donahue, 
Alexandria, VA), Joe Yo (Chris Cook, 
Spckane, WA), Kid Yo (Mark S. Garney, 
Clearwater, FL), Knot Master (Bonnie 
Matthews, Manassas, VA), Loopin’ 
Larry (Larry Shirley, Topeka, KS), 
Lord Yo (Ron Schwoegl, Verona, PA). 

Master Yo (Jeff Schenck, Berne, 
NY), Master Young (Charlie Young, 
Alexandria, VA), Mighty Mo the Yo-Yo 
Pro (Mo Abdelbaki, Aurora, CO), Mr. 
Spin (Marty Kaplan, Falls Church, 
VA), Mr. Strings (Mark "Yo" Anderson, 
Madison, WI), Mr. Yo (Tom Canon, 
Wheaton, IL; NOTE: Ron Barron of 
Bodega Bay, CA, also calls himself 
Mr. Yo, as of a note we received 
dated 1/4/93), Mr. Yo-Yo (Bob Rule, 
Lawrenceville, GA). 

Peter Pan (the Yo-Yo Man) (Lew 
Newmeyer, Silver Spring, MD), 
Pookie-Yo (John Stangle, Santa Rosa, 
CA), Prince Yo (Nick Barber, Berne, 
NY), Professor Yo-Yo (Stuart Crump 
Jdr., Herndon, VA), RamYo (Billy 
Jones, Alexandria, VA). 

_ Seen-Yo-Man (Lou Newnan, Liberty, 
NY), Senor Yo-Yo (Clifford Coleman, 
Berkeley, CA), String Boy (Edgar 
Rodriguez, Alexandria, VA), 
Stringmaster (Mike Donaldson, 
Fortville, IN), Super Dooper Looper 
Man (Keith Johnson, Providence, RI). 

Surfer Yo (James LaBarbe, Long 
Beach, CA), Taro the Jester (Stuart 
Fell, Welwyn Garden City, 
Hertfordshire, England), That Yo-Yo 
Guy (Dick Stohr, Springfield, VA), 
The Best (William Heisltup, 
Alexandria, VA), The Duke of Yo 
(Robert Baybrook, St. Albans, VT). 

The Earl of Whirl (Joe Lynch, Mt. 
Airy, MD), The Electronic Yo-Yo 
(David Capurro, Oakland, CA), The Yo 
Pro (Dale Oliver, Seattle, WA), The 
Happy Yo-Yoer (Kim Grady, Orange 
City, FL), The King of String (Mark 
Litton, Walnut Creek, CA), The Loop 
Dude (Kenny Miller, Chico, CA). 

The Master of Yo (Taro Yamashita, 
Littleton, MA), The Spin Doctor (Tom 
Holmes, Santa Barbara, CA), *The 
Spinmaster (Carl Bates, Austin, TX), 
The String Pilot (Rob Lynch, 
Beevilee, TX), The Toyman (Cliff 
Coleman, Berkeley, CA), The 
Transcendental Yo-Yo Man (Tim 
Redmond, Telford, PA). 

The Wizard (Andy Coleman, Clovis, 
CA), The Wizard of Yo (Patrick Besha, 
Berne, NY), The Yo Bro (J. Robert 
Harris II, Long Island City, NY), The 
Yo Master (Dan Volk, San Francisco, 
CA), The Yo-Mon (Andrew Desantis Jr., 
Clifton Park, NY), The Yo-Yo 


Archivist (Chuck Zornig, c/o The 
International Yo-Yo Institute, 
Phoenix, AZ), The Yo-Yo Guy (Paul 
Buethe, Lodi, CA). 

The Yo-Yo Illusionist (Scott 
Musgrave, Raleigh, NC), The Yo-Yo Kid 
(Steven Cardwell, Hamilton, Bermuda), 
The Yo-Yo King (Phil Morin, 
Bellingham, MA), The Yo-Yo Lady 
(Helane Zeiger, Oakland, CA), The 
Yo-Yo Man (Tom Smothers, Los Angeles, 
CA). 

*The Yo-Yo Prince (Brian McGrath, 
Enosburg Falls, VT), The Yo-Yo 
Princess (Jennifer Baybrook, St. 
Albans, VT), The Yo-Yo Queen (Linda 
Sengpiel, Akron, OH), The Yoga of Yo 
(John Brosnan, Barnstable, MA), The 
Yogo Man (Wayne Anderko, Highland, 
IN). 

The Yoholic (Ryan Feeley, 
Fonthill, Ontario, Canada), The 
Yoster (Eric Richardson, Bradenton, 
FL), Winner of the Spinner (Jesse 
Roland, Woodbridge, VA), Winnin‘ 
Spinnin’ Warren (Warren Korpanty, 
Alexandria, VA), Yo Buddy (Johnny 
Tillotson, Woodland Hills, CA). 

Yo Captain (Tommy Trittle, 
Alexandria, VA), Yo Deb (Debbie 
Gonsalves, Fresno, CA), Yo Dude 
(Niels Van Dun, Tucson, AZ; NOTE: 
Dennis Grzesiak of Oxford, MI, also 
requests "Yo Dude"; Niels’ request 
was received first, but we’ll let 
them settle it between them), Yo Hans 
(Hans Van Dan Elzen, Tempe, AZ), Yo 
Lawyer (Jerry Drake Jr., Dallas, TX), 
Yo Pilot (Vince Cobb, Chico, CA). 

Yo Power: (Mike Power, El Dorade 
Hills, CA), Yo Technician (Bill J. 
Berendsen, Grand Rapids, MI), 
Yo-Clown (At Goldman, Salt Lake City, 
UT), Yo-Da (Tom Mickle, Swansea, MA), 
Yo-Dad (J. Kenneth Roberts, 
Arlington, MA), Yo-Joe (Joe Siegel, 
Sherman Oaks, CA), Yo-Man First Class 
(Frank Thomason, Sapulpa, OK). 

Yo-Meister (David Walbridge, St. 
Louis Park, MN), Yo-Momma (Katherine 
Templeton, Reno, NV), Yo-Pro (Gerald 
Svendor, Ludington, MI), Yo-Yo Boy 
(Robert Litton, Walnut Creek, CA), 
Yo-Yo Dentist (Bruce W. Small, 
D.M.D., Lawrenceville, NJ), Yo-Yo 
Doctor (Nipul Patel, Alexandria, VA). 

Yo-Yo Francisco (Francisco Sorto, 
Alexandria, VA), Yo-Yo Girl (Jeneen 
Beer, Alexandria, VA), Yo-Yo Hunter 
(Chauncey Hunter, Alexandria, VA), 
Yo-Yo Legend (Tom Moore, Portland, 
OR), Yo-Yo Nino (Hector Flores, 
Lorton, VA; note: "Nino" is "boy" in 
Spanish), Yo-Yo Young (Terry Young, 
Alexandria, VA). 

Yo-Zilla (Bob Jackson, Seattle, 
WA), Yodi (Jodi Crump, Herndon, VA), 
YoDini the Great (Kirk J. Eby, 
Purcell, OK), Yoey (Joey Hitt, 
Alexandria, VA), Yogi (Bob Malowney, 
Chico, CA), Yoist Monk (Mickey 
Maynard, San Diego, CA), YoRaMa (Bob 
Pugh, Camarillo, CA), Yose’ (Jose. 
Bonilla, Alexandria, VA), Yoslinger 
(Thane D. Weedon, Cave Creek, AZ), 
YoYo a GoGo (Dr. Larry Mueller, 
Merced, CA). 
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Fighting the Millennium Bug 

As every computer wiz knows, the coming millennium 
(the year 2006 or 2001) is wreaking havoc with computer 
systems all around the world. Ours is no exception. 

Rather than invest thousands of dollars in costly new 
software or in re-writing our old software, we have chosen 
a very simple approach to “solving" the problem for our 
readers. See the date line on your mailing label. 

Subscriptions expiring in 1997, 1998 and 1999 will be 
processed in the usual way. No changes. 

Subscriptions ending with 10/97 expire with the 
current issue, which you are holding in your hands right 
now. 
Subscriptions ending with "4/98" or "4/99," end with 
the Spring issue of that particular year. 

Subscriptions ending with "6/98" or "6/99," end with 
the Summer issue of that particular year. 

Subscriptions ending with "8/98" or "8/99" end with 
the Fall issue of that year. 

Subscriptions ending with "10/98" or "10/99" expire 
with the Winter issue of those particular years. 

A new renewal procedure begins with those 
subscriptions ending in 2000 and beyond. Because the 
computer is incapable of coping with the years "00," "01," 
etc., if your subscription ends in 2000 or after, 
COMPLETELY IGNORE the printed-out ending-date designation 
on your mailing label. 

Instead, read the second line--the line containing 
your name. At the end of that line, you will find typed 
out the actual issue with which your subscription ends as 
follows: 

For those subscriptions ending in the year 2000, we 
used S$P00, SU00, FLOO, or WNOO (SPring, SUmmer, FaLl and 
WiNter respectively). Similar seasonal expiration dates 
will be used for the year 2001, 2002 and beyond. 

Once the calendar reaches the year 2000, and all of 
the 1999 expiration dates have been passed, we will go 
back to stemdard procedure using "00," "01," "02," etc. 

We hope this is not too confusing for our readers. We 
promise to keep it straight ourselves to make sure you get 
the fult compliment of issues that you have paid for. 

Got it? We hope so! Now, back to your regularly 
scheduled program. 

We recommend that you do not cut your newsletter. 
Instead, photocopy this coupon, or simply copy the 
following information on a sheet of paper, and send it 
along with your payment. If this is a renewal, PLEASE 
INCLUDE YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER (which appears above your name 
on the attached label). Also, put this account number on 
your check. 


{ ] NEW SUBSCRIPTION [ ] RENEWAL 


(account no. : ) 


{] 1 year $12 {] 2 years $18 {] 3 years $24 


Please include your mailing label and indicate new 
information or changes here: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


i 


CITY STATE ZIP 


PHONE 


E-MAIL ADDRESS. 
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Mail the coupon (or a copy) today to: 


Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519 - WI1I97-8 
Herndon, VA 20172 


Check the expiration date on your label. If it is... 

{ 1, Prior to 10/97 -- Your subscription has expired! 

race 10/97 -- Your subscription expires with this 
issue. Please renew today! 

{ 1 4/98 -- Your subscription expires with the next 
issue. Please renew today! 

t 3 This is a sample copy. To become a regular 
subscriber, send in your payment today. (See 
coupon below. ) 

Ll If this box is checked, it means yours is a 
complimentary subscription. We give out a few 
complimentary subscriptions, primarily to 
journalists plus a few friends of the yo-yo. If 
you would like to continue receiving YYT, please 
let us know. Otherwise, this may be your final 

a issue. We invite you to become a paid subscriber! 
ig If this box is checked, it means your subscription 
is part of your American Yo-Yo Association 

membership (im most cases). Check with the AYYA. 

| International subscribers, please add $4 per year 
for air mail postage & handling; please submit 
your check, money order or VISA or MasterCard in 
U.S. funds only. 

ti 10/97 or before -- If this box is checked, this is 
your LAST ISSUE unless you renew. 

{ ] 12/97 -- Yours is a complimentary subscription. 
If this box is checked, this is your LAST ISSUE 
unless you’ let us know that you wish to continue 
receiving YYT. 


If one of the categories 
above is checked, 
send your renewal today to: 


YO-YO TIMES 
P.O. Box 1519-W197-8 


Herndon, VA 20172 


PLEASE FORWARD 


FIRST CLASS 


